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TllE C ~ ~ T A N  - CAUSEWAY FIGHT 

The a t t a c k  of t h e  502ND PARACI-IUTE INFANTRY across  t h e  CARE@i?A?? 

CAUSSWU on 9 ,  10 and 11 June, 1944, broke t h e  back of t h e  Ger- 

man defense of t h a t  c i t y .  P r a c t i c a l l y  no records  were kep t  by 

t h e  Kegiment o r  by e i t h e r  or  t h e  two Ba t t a l i ons  which engaged. 

Had a  reconstruct iou,  no t  been undertaken by means of t h e  Group 

Tnterview method, t h e r e  would have been l i t t l e  of recprd t o  me- 

moria l izo  ths ave r~ t  . The reconstruc.i;ion was begun with COL@!3EL 

COLE 8nd a11 of h i s  su rv iv ing  o f f i c e r s  and men presen t .  It was 

t h e  first t ime  t h a t  t h e  a t t e n q t  was made by History. S e c t i o n  t o  

in terview a n  e n t i r e  B a t t a l i o n  a t  one time. The na ture  of t h e  

a c t i o n  rmde t h i s  necessary.  Such d i f fu s ion  had occ-urred dur ing  

t h e  a t t a c k  t h a t  a l l  of tlze coinpanies were mixed and s c a r c e l y  one 

squad was a b l e  t o  s t a y  toge ther .  The inteTview was begun i n  a 

NOl?N.G&fDY a;>ple orchard near  C:iEIBOURG on 8 Ju ly ,  1944. It was 

t h e  f i r s t  group '  i n t e rv i ew  t o  be held on French s o i l .  Ithen r a i n  

brolce up the assembly, ' the  B a t t a l i o n  marohed one-half m i l e  and 

.tho in te rv iew was than  continued i n  a  horse barn. That n i g h t ,  

a f t e r  a  march bivouac,  the  work was resumed, and it was extended 

into t h e  naxt  two days while  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  was s t i l l  on marc'n 

and a f t o r  il; had boarded a n  LST bound f o r  England. There were 

two more & f u l l  Da t t a l fon  assemblies  at CHILTON POLIAT, DTGLALTD. 

So t h a t  . i n  a l l ,  i t  was neoossary t o  form t h e  B a t t a l i o n  s i x  t imes  

t 'o complete i t s  > o r t i o n  of the  n a r r a t i v e .  I n  t h e  ca se  of FIRST 

BATTALTON, 502W ihWAAPPKf, howe-w.?, it. was not n e o e s s a n  t r 3  hal.8 



a B a t  t a l i o n  formation. COLOFEL cASSIDY'B msn, coming forward 

i n t o  t h e  ac t i on  soiue hours a r t e r  COLONEL COLE'S TKTRD BATTmION, 

remained f a i r l y  we l l  c o l l e c t e d  according t o  p la toons  and squads. 

The various groups knew very l i t t l e  about t h e  a c t i o n  of any 

other  group and each composed a s epa ra t e  s tory .  They were the re -  

f o r e  interviewed a s  groups and when t h e  work was complete, it 

became poss ib le  t40 i:ut t oge the r  t h e  many in t e r lock ing  p i eces  i n  

t h i s  s trange s t o r y ,  Each group in te rv iew took p l ace  wit11 the 

Bat t a l i on  Commander and h i s  S ta f f  present .  Throughout t h e  p e r i -  

od of these  assembl ies ,  it was necessary t o  check back t o  t h e  

Division Commander and h i s  Staff and t h e  Regimental Commander 

and h i s  S t a f f  .to confirm o r  co r r ec t  a l l  such s t a t e a e n t s  o f  sit- 

ua t ion  or dec i s ion  as would be mme a c c u r a t e l y  known a t  t h e  

higher l eve l s .  It was a l s o  necessary t o  i n t e rv i ew  COLONEL SINK 

and h i s  S ta f f  of t h e  506TH REGZIENT as t o  t h e  reconnaissance 

which preceded t h e  advance of' t h e  502ND K E C I m .  While s t i l l  

i n  France, t h e  I E s t o r i c a l  Off icer  went over t h e  ground wi th  

COLOmL COLE (La te r  KTA i n  HOLIJdtD.) An a d d i t i o n a l  reconnais-  

sance of t h e  CAUSEWAY and t h e  farm house and f i e l d s  was  made 

some months l a t e r .  

S.L.A. MARST- 
Col ,  Gsc 



THE SITUATION 

By 2200 on 8 June,  1944, t h e  lOlST A I R B O W  DIVISION had con- 

p le ted  a l l  of t h e  missions i n i t i a l l y  assigned it i n  OPERATTION 

NZ!P?'UNE and was holding a defens ive  g o s f t i o n  a long t h e  wes te rn  

and southern l i n i t s  of t h e  a r e a  where it had engaged t h e  e n e w  

during the  f i r s t  t h r e e  days. The 501ST PARACHUTE R E G I ~ ~ ~ ~  was 

assembled i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of VIERVJLLE as Div i s ion  rese rve .  The 

506TH PARACI-NTE REGIX5W held  a l i n e  from LES QUXShTLS a long  t h e  

DOUVE RIVlZ'Ti t o  LA BARQUETTE . The s e c t  o r  o l  t h e  502ND PMtACYWE 

XEGINEW r a n  nort l~ward from LES QVESNTZS and t h e  s e c t o r  of t h e  

327TH GLIDER REGITliWiT extended from LA BARQUETTE t o  t h e  mouth of 

the  D O U a .  The defens ive  p o s i t i o n  had been consol idated  and 

orders  had been i s sued  by t h e  Div i s ion  Commander f o r  t h e  327Th 

REGIlEQJT t o  c r o s s  t h e  DOUVE a t  0100 next morning and move t o  the 

high ground asouna BREVANDS. The Corps Engineers  brought forward 

a s s a u l t  boats along concealed rou t e s  dur ing t h e  day. (These f a c t s  

a r e  f rom s ta tements  by G E N E R U  TAYLOR and h is  G3. ) 

This was the beginning of t h e  o p e r a t i c n  aga ins t  CAPIENTAI?. On the 

af ternoon of 8 June, however, an-Engineer  reconnaissance  p a r t y  

looked t h e  ground over and re2or ted  t o  t h e  D iv i s ion  Comander 

t h a t  an advance from t h e  no r th ,  a long the main highway out of 

ST COi\% DU 11IONT, might be p o s s i b l e :  it was a first view which 

gradual ly  changed $he whole form of t h e  opera t ion ,  , (From COL 

I i e C r n L I S .  ) 





The chief  o b s t a c l e  t o  a t t a c k  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  was t h a t  t h e  high- 

way crossed a  wide s t r e t c h  of marsh j u s t  before en t e r ing  CmTTm. 

For more t han  one-half mi le  t h e  r o u t e  was a cover less  d e f i l e .  

A f t e r  pushing t h e  enenly out of ST COfiIE DU DUiIONT , t h e  506TR BEGL- 

MEL\TF had out-;?osted t h e  e a s t e r n  abutment and t h e  f i rs t  two bridges 

of t h i s  CAUSEWAY. On t h e  a f te rnoon  of 9 June, COL KOBWT SINK, 

t h e  Regimental Commander, wen% up t o  look  t h i n g s  over  and found 

that t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  i n  charge of t h e  outpost  had put h i s  men i n  

t h e  houses at POUT DE DOWE and l e f t  t h e  b r idges  unoovered. S I X  

asked why and was t o l d :  "The o u t f i t  vihich we r e l i e v e d  kept  t h e i r  

men he re ,  s o  1 d i d  t h e  same." SINK r e p l i e d :  %od damn it! You 

get y W  men up t h e r e  now.T1 He t h e n  went ahead wi th  h i s  p a r t y  - 
9 men. A t  f irst they drew no f i r e .  At  t h e  second b r idge ,  vihich 

had been demolished by t h e  enelny, t hey  found an o ld  bateau a  

s h o r t  way up t h e  stream, took some two-by-fours f o r  paddling and 

rowed aoross  t h e  stream. There was s t i l l  no f i r e .  Jus t  beyond 

t h e  t h i r d  b r idge  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  road t h e r e  i s  a 30-yard 

s t r e t c h  whioh is pecu1iarJ.y bar ren  of t r e e s  o r  any f o l i a g e .  AS 

t h e y  moved from t h e  br idge  i n t o  t h i s  c l ea r ing ,  they  drew s t rong 

machine gun T i r e  from t h e  swamp off t o  t h e i r  k igh t  a i d  from t h e  

solid ground ahead. SINK "recognized it u m i s t a k a b l f s  as t h e  

f i r e  of a e r i c a n  machine guns. S t i l l  doubt fu l  whether t h e  t r aops  

were f r i e n d l y ,  he put up orange smoke. P r b m ? t l ~ ,  he  got  oraW3e 

smoke back from t h e  a r e a  ahead. The f i r e  q ~ ~ i e t e d  momentarily, 

t h e n  blazed more s t r o n g l y  than  ever .  STNK t h e n  withdrew t h e  

p a t r o l ,  l e a v i n g  two lilen on t h e  f a r  s i d e  o r  t h e  w i n e d  bridge. 



The b u l l e t  f i r e  was s o  heavy a t  t h e  gap t h a t  h a l f  o f  t h e  p a r t y  

decided t o  s w i m  f o r  it. SINK and two o t h e r s  went i n  t h e  bateau;  

t o  g e t  out of t h e  r a i n  of b u l l e t s  from upstream and speed t h e  

boat  a long ,  SINK used h i s  arms a s  paddles  whi le  t h e  o t h e r  men 

p l i e d  t h e i r  crude paddles.  There was heavy f i r e  a s  t hey  ducked 

a c r o s s  t h e  first br idge .  A t  POIQ DE DOUVE, SINK founa h i s  l i eu -  

t e n a n t  gone. The men s a i d  he had moved out t o  ask f o r  a r t i l l e r y  

r i T e  t o  counte r  t h e  German machine guns. SINK c a l l e d  Divis ion 

and t o l d  them what had ha-pened, He s a i d :  '7We pup up orange 

smoke and they  r a i s e d  h e l l  wi th  us.  I f  t h e y ' r e  Americans, they 

ought t o  be shot  .'? (61?XK9S account of what happened t o  him.)  

But as t h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  was re layed  t o  502-KD REGIImTT, i t s  

substance  was t h a t  WINK put out oranf:e smoke and was l i g h t l y  

f i r e d  on. The t o m  seems t o  be l i g h t l y  held." (From KCCE4ELIS 

and CkPT HENRY G. PLITT, h i s  S3. ) That same af te rnoon ,  LImT 

U P I E  H . GF&.UP, s2 of 50210 J D E G I X ~ ,  THIRD BATTALION, made a 

r o u t e  reconnaissance p a s t  CkRENT.&.N i n  an L-4 p l ane ,  looking f o r  

t h e  bes t  road t o  LA dlLLOIUNERIE, which was t o  be t h e  B a t t a l i o n  

o b j e c t i v e .  He obta ined no p o s i t i v e  informat ion about enemy d i s -  

pos ib ions  around OARENTAN and t h e r e  was t h u s  nothing t o  ofTset 

t h e  G2 es t ima te  t h a t  CiXRXNTATT was he ld  by l e s s  t h a n  one Ba t t a l -  

TI3E GROUND 

The GI' of 502ND REGXIIENT was near  LA. CROM PANS, about  4* a l e s  





nor theas t  of C i % m A N .  A t  about 2100 on 9 June, Divis ion order- 

ed Third B a t t a l i o n  t o  a t t a c k  toward C m T @ I ,  moving on such a 

schedule t h a t  i t  would reach Bridge Nunher 2-the ruined bridge 

-at around 0300. The asphal t  hlgkway f'som U CROXX PANS' t o  

CmltbTTm is  qu i t e  s t r a ig i l t ,  about 40 f e e t  wide and wi th  a Strong 

d i r t  shouldor. It has t h e  same s o l i d  character  where it Secomes 

a CAUSEWAX cross ing t h e  marshes a t  t h e  confluence of t h e  DOUVE 

and JOURDAN 1~IVERS. The road runs  along l e v e l l y  f o r  t h e  en t i r e  

d i s tance  wLth i t s  crown about 6-to-9 f e e t  above t h e  surface of 

t h e  water ,  depending on whether t h e  s a l t  marsh i s  f u l l  o r  drain- 

ing. The marsh extends both ways from t h e  road f o r  more than 

r i f l e  shot d is tance .  Heeds and marsh g rasses  cover t h e  

f ace  but t h e  growth i s  not t h i c k  enough t o  provide =ore 

s c a n t i e s t  soreenin8 cover f o r  men moving along t h e  CkZiSE3"Y en- 

bankment. Out i n  t h e  s m p  t o  t h e  westward, between t h e  CAUSE- 

TNRY and t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  t h e r e  a r e  a few l a rge  harmocks o r  f a i r l y  

s o l i d  ground which roight accommodate a machine gun o r  a Tew riflc 

men, who would have f a i r  concealment. On t h i s  s i d e ,  t h e  GAUSE- 

embankment f a l l s  away sharply t o  t h e  edge of t h e  water. A 

r i f leman may walk along t h i s  bank, perhaps s tumbl iw  and s l i p -  

p ing  i n t o  t h e  water occasionally.  But he may not  do more than 

t h a t .  There i s  not enough d i r t  on *he r i g h t  embankment t o  per- 

m3t t roops  t o  d i g  i n .  The embankment of t h e  l e f t  i s  wider and 

does not f a l l  away a s  s teeply.  A man may burrow i n  t h e r e  with 

a spade, o r  even cut a two-man Toxhole running back i n t o  the  

bank. Even so, t h e  foxholes would be- open t o  f lanking f i r e .  



There is no conceahen t  along t h e  road i t s e l f :  it i s  naked $0 1 
f i r e  from any d i r ec t i on .  The dra inage d i t c h e s  which run along 

t h e  embankment a r e  only a few inches  deep. 

The f o u r  b r idges  along t h e  CAUSEWAY a r e  s imple,  sin@e-span af - 
fa i rs .  The DOUVE, t h e  JOURDAN and t h e  canals  a l l  r u n  wi th  f a i r  

sw i f tne s s  and a r e  deep-to-drowning. But a l l  a r e  narrow streams. 

The Gei-mans had put up roadblocks a t  Bridges 2 and 4. [Tee t i -  

many of French wi tnesses  at PORT DE DOUVE. ) They were of  heavy 

concre te  p o s t s  about 4 f e e t  by 4 feet .  I r o n  g a t e s  of heavy de- 

s i g n  and g r e a t  weight had been f i x e d  t o  t h e  p o s t s  w i t h  s t e e l  

cab les ,  The denlolit ion of Bridge >Timber 2 had e l imina ted  one 

of t h e s e  b locks  but  on Bridge Number 4, the  b a r r i e r  s t i l l  block- , 

ed t h e  rightofway, 

What most th rea tened  t h e  apprdach by our t r o o p s ,  however, was 

t h e  conqle te  e:cposure of t h e  CAUSEWY. Running s t r a i g h t  a s  a 

d i e  and s tand ing  boldly above t h e  marsh, it was a high-perfect  

t a r g e t  t o  t h e  enemy from t h r e e  d i r e c t i o n s .  Sn ipe r s  'might h ide  

i n  t h e  r eeds  on' e i t h e r  s i d e .  A r t i l l e r y  could put  it under f i r e  

f o r  i t s  e n t i r e  length.  From t h e  s o l i d  ground beyond t h e  marshes, 

automat ic  guns could be disposed a long t h e  c h e s t s  ana hedgerows 

where t h e y  would be 20 f e e t  above t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  CAUSEWAX and 

i n  l i n e  t o  rake  e i t h e r  embanknent , (Data rrom t h e  reconnais- 

sance. ) 
I 

These were the r i s k s  which ha& t o  be accepted. The s tun ted  

- 5 - 
,, 



poulass  a long  t h e  CAUSEUY banks were hardly  l e a f e d  at a l l  and 

were t o o  t h i n  t o  provide any cover. Bridge Number 2 was s t i l l  

down, and be fo re  t h e  i n f a n t r y  could move up,  a way had t o  be 

found t o  c r o s s  t h e  water .  t h e  e n e w  had not  des t royed  a l l  

br idges  remained a uys t e ry  t o  our commanders, (IEC>mLIS and 

COLE. ) 

The miss ion of Third B a t t a l i o n  was t o  s e i z e  and occupy 30 

near  LA. BLLL01\2TEliIE and so  c u t  off t h e  enemy l i n e  of withdrawal 

from CAREWAN, Enroute t o  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e ,  it was t o  by-pass 

t h e  o i t y .  I h a  o v o r - a l l  p l a n  en- 

v i saged  t h a t  CL&ENTm would b e  

taken  by 327TH GLIDZh INBAIWi-2 which had s t a r t e d  crossine:  t h e  

mouth or  t h e  DOUVE a t  014-5 on B Jnne and had t a k e n  hea'v l o s s e s  

from our own mortar  f i r e .  The c r o s n i n ~  was completed b ~ r  0600 

on 10 June. The 327TI-I t hen  went on t o  w i th in  500 yards  of 

CkRENTAN where i t  canie under  88 m f i r e ,  was checked and got 

no f a r t h e r .  (327TII Journal  and in t e rv i ew w i  tth GOL iW9ER.  ) 

Too, it was expected t h a t  elements of 29TE DIVISION, c o l i r i ~  up  

from t h e  sou th ,  would be nloving! toward Lk BILLONIm<XE a t  about 

t h e  sane t ime  and t h a t  Thi rd  B a t t a l i o n  might meet them t h e r e ,  

Such were t h e  p rospec t s  u s  5 0 2 ~ ~  ~IEGIIIENT rnoved toward i t s  as- 

signment. 

About one-hal l  hour before  dask on 9 June, CAPT IiEIWY G. PLITT, 

t he  Rsgimsntal  S3, was t o l d  t h a t  an  a l t e r n a t e  r o u t e  might be 

r equ i r ed  f o r  t h e  advance aria t h a t  it would have t o  be s p e c i f i l  



by 0300. Iie took a Piger  Cub from BOUXSVILLE and scouted the  

railway l i n e  south of the  DOUVE. The hour was 2130 and the re  

was just enough l i g h t  Left f o r  h i s  gurgose. F ly ins  a t  1500 

f e e t ,  he could see t he  bridge over the  JOUHDAX-DO'clVX conflu- 

ence and he noted t h a t  t h e  b r i d ~ e  looked passable f o r  foot  

troogs. Itowever, upon c i r c l i n g  from southwest t o  eas t  and 

coliling back along the  railway l i n e ,  he saw t h a t  a 10-yard sec- 

t i o n  o$ the  CAUSEWkP and t rack  had been blovm out oleailly a t  

376-855. The pLane f l e w  back and f o r t h  above CMl!TA?T Tor about 

30 minutes, but received no f i r e .  On returning t o  t he  Iiegiment, 

PLITT r e ~ ~ o r t e d  t h a t :  (1) The pallway l i n e  was not a f ea s ib l e  

r o u t e  of advance, and ( 2 )  CAHi!NTAN had been evacuai;od. (>'rOIA 

PLITT.) I n  conseyuenoe, it was decided tha t  t h e  wllole Keginant 

would go forward, wi th  t h e  o ther  two Dattal ions followinp; t h e  

Third. They duly reached t h e  anse~lbly a rea  a t  ST COI4E IXJ !$TINT' 

at about 0530 on 1 0  June. The Third BatLal5.011 was already go- 

ing forvrara when PLITT got ba.clc. It had no chance t o  leas11 

t h a t  h e  believed the  enenny would not fight f o r  CAII?WTAI\J. (C'JLX) 

Noreover, Third Ba t t a l i on  quickly es tabl ished that.  IJLITT was 

wrong about tile German in ten t ions ,  The in fan t ry  had been t o l d  

t h a t  t he  32GTH. ENGINEXI BATTALIOI~J would r epa i r  t h e  12-foot @a'? 

THE f i rGHT PLAN BAILS - i n  Bridge Number 2 a t  around 19d- 

ni&t and the  structure would be 

,Solid when t i n e  came f o r  t h e  infantry  t o  go forward. LImT COL 

ROBE-AT G. COLE moved h i s  men out a t  0146. One and one-half 



hours p rev ious ,  LIEUT GEIDWF, having completed his a i r p l a n e  

reconnaissance, had taken  o f f  on a road  recoiinaissance.  The 

night was f a i r  and a t h i n  mist p a r t l y  obscured t h e  fill moon. 

(GEIIkUF) With GEIIAUI? were 10  men under SGT ROBERT P. G P R E I L U  

-s ix f r o m  t h e  r eku la r  r e c o n ~ ~ a i s s a n c e  s e c t i o n  and Tau-r o thers  

from I-Ieadquarters Gorapany. They were armed w i t h  p i s t o l s  2nd 

r i f l e s .  

The par ty  reached t h e  ru ined  b r idge  a t  0130. There were no a- 
&leers a t  work but t h e r e  were b r idge  beams, ropes  and o ther  

mate r ie l  p i l e d  along t h e  bank. S e v e r a l  Engineers  were under 

FIRST COIE'ACT cover nea r  t h e  bridge. They told 

GEIiAUFtS men t h a t  a n  88 m gun had 

found the i r .  sanEe and compelled them t o  q u i t  work. (GE-&AUF and 

h i s  men.) The infantrymen saw no dead o r  mounded and heard no 

f i r e .  F ind in8  a small  boat  a long t h e  embankment, t h e y  crossed 

the  s tream, t h r e e  men a t  a t ime .  As t h e y  crossed. t h e  88 opened 

f i r e  aga in  and dropped 8 rounds i n  t h e i r  v i c i n i t y .  Frora t h e  

f a r  bank, t h e y  proceeded s i n g l e  f i l e ,  f i v e  men on each s ide  of 

the  road,  pa s t  t h e  t h i r d  b r idxo  and t o  Br idge  Number 4 :l?here 

t h e  i r o n  g a t e  stopped them. They , c o u l d  budge one end of it 

about 18 i nches  and they manages t o  wr igg l e  t h rough ,  one man a t  

a time. PFC JAIIZS XOkCIi and PVT JAMES Ti. PACE l e d  t h e  o thers  

through, and went on about 50 y a r d s  beyond the  g a t e .  G E m  

then  got up t o  HOACE and t o l d  him t o  hold i t ,  and g i ~ r e  t h e  B a t -  

t a l i o n  a chance t o  ca t ch  up. Just t h e n  a mor ta r  s h e l l  landed 



came e x c i t e d  and forgot.. Tn t h e  sum t o t a l  of t h ings , .  t h e  error 

d i d  not  count. The movement had been c a l l e d  bf f  t h e  n ight ,  - 
a l ready .  B a t t a l i o n  had c a l l e d  Regiment, and from theme, IZCH- 

AELLS had c a l l e d  Divis ion,  t e l l i n g  t h a t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  was ' k l h h k d  

by t h e  Enginees f a i l u r e .  A t  0400 t h e  a t t a c k  o rder  was cancel- 

l e d .  B a t t a l i o n  lnarched back t o  QUESNILS and s l e p t  f o r  a couple 

of ilours i n  a f i e l d .  Trucks had been promised f o r  t h e  wi.th- 

dravial, but never a r r ived .  GEHAUF wasnv t advised t h a t  B a t -  

t a l i o n  was p u l l i n g  out .  A t  0500 he sen t  PFC ALLEN ti. UIEANT 

back t o  l e a r n  what B a t t a l i o n  intended.  BRYNTC took a long a 

,sketch showing t h e  probable l o c a t i o n  of enemy f i r e  pos i t i ons .  

Not f i n d i w  B a t t a l i o n ,  he r epo r t ed  back t o  GEIIAUF. Tn t h e  mean- 

t ime ,  HOACH had checked t h e  f o u r t h  br idge ,  found it wired f o r  

d e u o l i t i o n ,  and had cu t  t h e  wires .  There w a s  sporadic  f i r e  

u n t i l  0400. BRYANT cane back s tand ing  up and walkillg down the  

middle of t h e  road. That gave t h e  p a t r o l  new confidence. They 

r e tu rned  t o  QUESNILS without drawing f i r e .  But they found t h e  

l i t t l e  boa t  s o  f u l l  of ho l e s  t h a t  t hey  could not  u s e  it and 

they  c rossed  t h e  water  e q  a t  Bridge Number 2 on a 3-by-12 

t imber .  COLE was jus t  p r e g a r i w  t c  enna en o T f i o s r  a f e e r  the  

p a t r o l  when t h e  men came in .  



About 0930, Third B a t t a l i o n  was t o l d  t h a t  it would advance aga in  

some t ime  i n  t h e  af ternoon,  Divis ion s a i d  t h a t  it would be sup- 

po r t ed  by a s u b s t a n t i a l  a r t i l l e r y .  De ta i l ed  t o  t h a t  purpose 

were t h e  377TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION - an a i rbo rne  u n i t  

which had l o s t  a l l  but one of i t s  o r i g i n a l  7 5  m ~ s  dur ing t h e  

jump and had s i n c e  captured two a r t i l l e r g  p i e c e s  Tram t h e  Ger- 

mans-the 90TH BATTALION, a  g l i d e r  o u t f i t  which had come by 

s e a  w i t h  12 ;?ack howitzer  75s,  and 65TH AEU.TO[ORED PIZLD ARTIL- 

LERY BATTALION, which had 18 se l f -p rope l l ed  105 raw. The Tire 

p o s i t i o n s  were i n  t h e  genera l  v i c i n i t y  of ST COKE DU bIOIONT, which 

town occupied h igh  ground f a i r l y  doninat  in$ t h e  CASIWAN marshes, 

The mass of t h e  s h e l l s  were d e l i v e r e d  aga ins t  t h e  enemy l e f t ,  

i n  and around POIZllTE2Ikl\JQUE, which was south  of t h e  inundated a r ea .  

By 1200 t h e s e  d i s p o s i t i o n s  were set and GEXAUP'S informat ion 

about  t h e  enemy p o s i t i o n s  beyond Bridge Kunber 4 had been made 

known t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  COLE and G E W F  went on down t o  t h e  

CA.US?HRY t o  s ee  i f  t h e  road was aga in  s o l i d .  

Nothing had been done. So COLE grabbed hold  of a rope and t o l d  

CAPT ROBERT L. CLEMEXCS and two of %he e n l i s t e d  uen t o  g e t  p l a :  

ing f r o m  t h e  s t o r e s  which t h e  Engineers  had l e f t .  l i o ~ k i n g  to -  

THE INFANTRY REPAIRS g e t h e r ,  t h e  f o u r  men j u q - r i g g e d  a - 
TKE BRIDGE foo t  bridge.  COLIC kept  t h e  d e t a i l  

sma l l  on purpose t o  &oid drawing f i r e .  By 1400, t h e  b r idge  



was complete , though a b i t  wobbly. (COLE and CLENIENTS, ) The 

heavy fence  of i r o n  on t h e  far s i d e  of t h e  b r idge ,  which had 

been p a r t  of t h e  e n e w  road-block, had been t o r n  loose  and was 

used  a s  a f l o o r i n g .  At about 1500, GEh?4Jl? and PVT BFXANT cros- 

s ad  Bridge Number 2 ahead of Company G f s  F i r s t  P la toon.  The Ba*- 

t a l i o n  t h u s  began i t s  move i n t o  t h e  CAUSEWAY d e f i l e ,  bound on 

b o t h  s i d e s  by t h e  marshes and insecure  as t o  t h e i r  r e a r  because 

of t h e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  s i t u a t i o n  at  Bridge Number 2. The men 

hcd t o  proceed s i n g l e  f i l e  when they came t o  t h e  bridge.  I* 

could  not  accozmodate more tban  a s i n g l e  l i n e  of men, and if 

t h e y  j m e d  up a t  a l l ,  an  86 nnn gun whizz-banged away at them 

rrom up around CARENTAN. 

This i n t e r u l t t e n t  po t - sho t t ing  by t h e  88 gun, which had f lushed  

t h e  Xngineers t h e  n igh t  before ,  harassed t h e  i n f a n t r y  without 

stampeding them. The f i r s t  p o r t i o n  of the  advance a long t h e  

CAUSmAY w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  uneventful .  Seve ra l  huntired yards  off 

t o  t h e  r i g h t  of Bridge Number 2 t h e r e  was a pa t ch  of s o l i d  

ground i n  t h e  marsh, and a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  of it s t r e t c h e d  one 

of t h e  ub iqu i tous  hedgerows of NOIlr.QNDY. From behind t h e  hedge 

a s n i p e r  oracked down on t h e  mortar  squad of Company G. He 

missed. CPL N. F. ELLIS sen t  'PTT C W D E  A. ~LLIIPJ!IS out  a f t e r  

h i m  a long a shouLder of h igh  ground which j u t t ed  i n t o  t h e  marsh. 

WILLIAMS orawied a long a d i t c h  u n t i l  he was c lose  enough t o  a rch  

a grenade over t h e  hedge. Then he waited a few minutes,  but he 

drew no r e t u r n  f i r e .  S SGT A. L, ZEROSKF: had crawled a l o n ~  be- 



hind kSILL1m.  Both men saw t h e  German move behind t h e  hedge, 

bo th  f i r e d ,  and when he went Bown wi th  a screma, both f e l t  t h a t  

they  had h i t  him. That was t h e  f i rs t  casua l ty  on e i t h e r  s ide .  

Only one man w a s  knocked out by t h e  88 Ti re  on t h e  Number 2 

Bridge;  the  b l a s t  toppled him over, but h i s  head was c l e a r  again  

i n  a few minutes. Real iz ing what a  concentrated a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  

would do if it s t ruok t h e  Ba t t a l i on  while they were s t i l l  on 

t h e  CAUSEWAY, COLT2 move 

pleading wi th  them not t o  bunch. But near ly  a l l  he sa id  was 

f u t i l e .  They kept herding, t o i e t h e r ,  and a s  r ap id ly  a s  he broke 

them up J t hey  cane back together .  However, no penalty was ex- 

aoted  f o r  t h e  time being. The enemy seemed, t o  be gaying no a t -  

t e n t i o n  t o  the advance. The men of t h e  B a t t a l i o n  began t o  be- 

l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  ogera t ion could be c a r r i e d  off  a h o s t  without  

cos t .  (This  was t h e i r  

In t h e  f i r s t  t h r ee  hours a l l  of t h e  B a t t a l i o n  except the  l a s t  

h a l l  of Comgany H crossed t h e  narrow flanking'  t o  t h e  f a r  s i de  

of Bridge Number 4. LI&T DAVID IITVIN got  Company G ac ross  t h e  

rirst t h e e  br idges  without los ing  one man. The f i l e s  moved 

forward s10wI.y but s t ead i ly .  The men moved along both enibak- 

ments r i g h t  'next t h e  wa te r ' s  edge. The footi&? here was loose  

and .the. walking was d i f f i c u l t .  This  was e spec i a l l y  t m e  of t h e  

r i ghe  embankment. When the  men t h e r e  came t o  any s t r e t c h  where 

t h e  reed grasses  thinned out g r e a t l y  toward t h e  s o l i d  ground. 

on t h e i r  Trent and f fir r i ~ h t . , ,  th,ey som.ethes C T R W ~ R ~  a long  the . 





bank and soraetimes got out and walked through t h e  water.  Run- 

n ing  tlle e n t i r e  l e n g t h  of t h e  embankment on t h e  r i g h t ,  t h e r e  

was a dra inage  d i t c h  a b m t  8 Inches deep which was approximately 

a f o o t  above t h e  l e v e l  of t h o  marsh. Some of t h e  inen went fo r -  

ward a long t h i s  d i t c h ,  c l o ~ c h i n g  on t h e i r  haunches o r  crawling. 

Th i s  gave them a more coin2'o~table f e e l i n g  lsut no r e a l  p ro tec t ion .  1 
I 

LIWT GZEIAUF and the  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Sect ion and f i v e  men of Compa- 

ny G s s  F i r s t  P la toon  were on t h e  south  s i d e  of Bridge Nuvlber 4, 

t h e  o t h e r  men of t h e  P l a toon  were between Bridges  Xumber B and 

4 and t h e  remainder of t h e  B a t t a l i o n  was s t r u n g  out a l l  t h e  

d i s t a n c e  back along t h e  CAUSEVitAY t o  t h e  s o l i d  ground at PbW DE 
1 

DOU'VE. This  was t h e  s i t u a t i o n  when t h e  enemy open6?d f i r e .  It 

was smal l  arms and automatic  f i r e .  Nost of it seemed t o  be con- 

i n g  from t h e  h igh  ground f orwarCL and on t h e  r i g h t ,  ahead of 

Br idge  Number 4. On t h i s  bear ing and only about 300 yards  i n  1 I 
? 

f r o n t  of t h e  head of t h e  coluran, a grassy bank r o s e  sharply  out 

of t h e  marsh. I n  t h e  c e n t e r  or t h i s  h igh ground was  a capacious 

farim house whose l a~ ldscape ,  screened a l l  around by hedgerows, 

gave t h e  enemy i d e a l  cover. The f i r s t  b u r s t  of f i r e  broke a l l  
! , 

around t h e  l ead ing  p la toon  and t h e  b u l l e t s  zinged of f  t h e  pave- 

ment. But it was not  we l l  aimed. The nien who were i n  t h e  Po in t  I 

went f l a t  i n  t h e  embahnent  d i t c h e s  and i n  a few minutes resumed 1 
! 

t h e  crawl forward on hands and knees, GEIlRUF usged t h e  men t o  I 

I 
keep moving. Be t o l d  them t h a t  motion w a s  t h e i r  bes t  p ro tec t ion .  i , 

So t h e y  o a r r l e d  on. The enemy b u l l e t s  continued t o  sea rch  along I I 

I 



behind DE LEON the re  was a bulge i n  the  embankment which pro- !I ', 
vided them wi th  a def i l ade .  So he t o l d  t h e  o t h e r s  t o  t u r n  about ,  

and they crawled rearward f o r  a few yards ,  The enemy must have \ 1 
seen t h i s  small re t rograde  movement, f o r  a Geman came worming 

along t h e  d i t c h  behind them, occas iona l ly  f i r i n g  with a maohine 

p i s t o l .  So f a r  as  UiMHKO and DEYAK knew, t h i s  lone-handed sn ipe r  I I 
turned back before h i t t i n g  anyone, though two more men or t h e  J I 
Point were h i t  by macl~ine gun b u l l e t s  dur ing  t h e  withdrawal. The I ~ 
Point had seen enough t o  make i t s  reconnaissarlce worthwhile. GE- ! 1 
HAUF was now convinced t h a t  tho  r e a l  d i T f i c u l t i e s  of t h e  cross ing I 
would be met a t  Bridge BJi.imber 4 r a t h e r  t h a n  a% Bridge Number 2. I 
The l a s t  br idge was s i g h t  under t he  brow of t h e  enemy pos i t i on .  

Further,  t h e  gate ac ros s  t h e  br idge ,  which had caused GEI%UFfS 

d e t a i l  t o  d e f i l e  t h e  night, before,  was s t i l l  jammed and unn~ovable. 

Only one man could r u s h  it a t  a time. SGT DELIEN J. IvIC KIITNEY, 

the non-comlissioned o f f i c e r  i n  charge of t h e  P o i n t ,  had been 

going through t h i s  g a t e  when t h e  anemy opened rim. He had saved 

himself by jumping i n t o  a n  o ld  enemy foxlzoLe which was on the  em- I 
banlment, r i g h t  next t h e  g a t e .  He had a n  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  German 

guns were zeroed-in on t h e  road block. Also ,  GEEIAUF had taken  

another good look a t  t h e  enemy f i r e  a s  well as at  our own. He I 
camo baok t o  MC K3CbINEX wi th  t h o  message t h a t  t h o  Rmerican s h e l l s  ~ 
were dropping f a r  beyond the  German Tire p o s i t i o n s  along t h e  I 
hedgerows and t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  should lower i t s  f i r e  about 200 1 
yards. MC ICINNEY y e l l e d  t h e  messago back t o  IHVTN who was s t i l l  



on t h e  n igh  SiGe of the  bridge. 111VIN put it on the  radio ,  

But it was 2200 before t h i s  message f t n a l l y  reached t h e  a s t i l -  

l e r y .  (s tatement  of COLE and supported by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  jour- 

na l . )  By t h a t  hour Third Ba t t a l i on  had been held i n  check f o r  

somewhat more than four  hours. The head of i t s  g r ea t l y  a t tenu-  

a t e d  column had f e l t  out t h e  enemy f i r e  p o s i t i o n s  forward. The 

r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  column had become badly seared by f i r e  from 

t h e  f lank.  The few men who had made t h e  passage of BrLdge Number 

4 could not  go forward. Every man who had run  t h i s  gaun t le t  had 

done s o  under a h a i l  of b u l l e t s .  The sha t t e r ed  Bridge Number 2 

r e s t r i c t e d  any withdrawal. On both s i d e s  the Ba t t a l i on  was he ld  

by t h e  marshes. I n  t h i s  manner t h e  B a t t a l i o n  became l a rge ly  im- 

lllobilized through t h e  remainder of the  day l igh t  hours, except 

as it t r i c k l e d  forward pa in fu l l y  a man o r  a squad a t  a time, ex- 

t end ing  t h e  advance toward Bridge Number 4. 

COLE remained at Bridge Number 2 throughout t h e  af ternoon and 

evening, jockeying t h e  column forward. But he worked a l s o  t o  

g e t  t h e  men t o  m i n t a i n  an  i n t e r v a l  so  t ha t  they  would o f f e r  no 

l a r g e  t a r g e t s .  (COLE~S.  statement.  ) lie had r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  

CAUSEUAY would become a dead end f o r  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  i f  t h e  enemy 

found i t  wi th  a r t i l l e a r  and t h a t  t h e  m i n  chance t o  keep down 

l o s s e s  was t o  prevent bunching. But he found it almost impos- 

s i b l e  t o  ge.t; t h i s  idea  over t o  h i s  men. Whenever he turned h i s  

back t h e y  crawled c lose r  t o  one another  as if bound by herd 

i n s t i n c t .  He noted a l s o  t h a t  h i s  men would l i e  i n  the  g ra s se s  



along t h e  embanlwent rmt ter ing : ?'That god-damned sniper! " but 

doing nothing about i t .  They d id  not answer f i r e  wi th  f i r e  un- 

less specifical13r ordered t o  do so, though by . this  t ime,  a s  

'OLE saw i t ,  h i s  men should have been s u f f i c i e n t l y  experienced 

of t h e  enemy. t o  know t h a t  he usua l ly  put h i s  f i r e  p i t s  back of 

t h e  hedgerows and that  vo l leys  of f i r e  poured agains t  t h a t  l i n e  

would check h i m .  COLE f i p r e d  t h a t  i n  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  the  s a l -  

v a t i o n  of t h e  in fan t ry  would depend p r e t t y  much on t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  

in is s t a t  ernent . ) LIElTT SPRUEL of the  377TH BATTALION, a forward 

a r t i l l e r y  observer ,  was up wi th  Company G. H i s  rad io  w a s  out ,  

bu t  he was us ing  Coinpany G s s  rad io  t o  r e l ay  f i r e  sensings t o  

COLE and t o  CAPT JULIhN INIIOSEMOIVD, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  

ks t h e  slow creep forward along t h e  GAUSEtUY went on, t h e  chief 

e f f o r t  of t h e  command and of GEFIAUP, who remained i n  pos i t i on  

a t  Bridge Number 4 ,  was t o  supply t h e  a r t i l l e r y  w i t h  as complete 

f i r e  data as possible.  With small arms and machine S n s ,  t h e  

enemy p o s i t i o n s  around t h e  farm house wholly c o m n d e d  t h e  l ine  

over which t h e  American ooliulm had t o  advance, The only ave i l -  

a b l e  o f f s e t  of t h i s  advantage was an a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  which would 

oompel t h e  eneny t o  keep h i s  head down and reduce h i s  f i r e  i n  

volume and a i m .  The guns worked over t h e  enemy ground from 

about 1600 u n t i l  2330, when darkness closed the  ac t ion ,  thou@;h* 

as G E I ~ U F  notea ,  most of t h e  s h e l l s  were going beyond v i t a l  

a r ea .  The a r t i l l e r y  t o l d  COLx they could not put Over any night 

f i r e s .  They d i d  not exp la in  wlxy and he never found out * 



THE N I W  VIGIL AND STRAFING 

The l im i t ed  p ro t ec t i ve  ineasures which were taken during t h e  

dayl ight  hours proved l a r g e l y  unavai l ing  and the  i n f a n t r y  compa- 

n i e s  su f f e r ed  qu i t e  heavily.  The b u l l e t  f i r e  from t h e  farm 

house a r e a  continued t o  b u i l d  up s t e a d i l y  and t o  s t r i k e  deeper 

i n t o  t h e  column. I n  Compeny G,  i;he Second and Third Pla toons  

had followed F i r s t  P la toon a c r o s s  t h e  first t h r e e  bridges. Upon 

reaching Bridge Number 3 ,  Second Pla toon deployed lef tward.  A 

t h i c k  dyke about e igh t  f e e t  high confines t h e  cana l  t o  the  l e f t  

of the  t h i r d  bridge. Riflemen and machine gunners dug i n  a long 

t h i s  dyke s o  a s  t o  bui ld  up a f i r e  p o s i t i o n  fac ing  forward. A 

l i t t l e  behind t h i s  l i n e ,  one machine gun was s e t  up on t h e  r i g h t  

Side Of t h o  road t o  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  enemy pos i t i ons  around t h e  

farm house. The guns on t h e  cana l  l i n e  opened f i r e .  Company G 

t hen  began i ts  move through t h e  narrow opening i n  t h e  road block 

a t  Bridge Number 4. S i x  men'got through. The seventh man, SGT 

JOE L. CLENENTS, was h i t  by a b u l l e t  while t r y i n g  t o  squeeze 

through t h e  gate .  CAPT ROBERT L. CLEMENTS orderad t h e  r e s t  of 

t h e  Company t o  hold up. The men got ropes and l e v e r s  and t r i e d  

t o  fo r ce  t h e  gate.  But it would not budge. So t h c  body O f '  

Company C s tayed  bchind Bridgo Number 4 and more of t h e  men de- 

ployed out t o  t h e  l e f t  where a steady f i r e  from t h e  enemJT auto- 

matic weapons peppered t h c  mddy r ldge  along which Second P l a -  

toon  had dug in .  It did  not  seem t o  tho  men t h a t  t h i s  f i r e  was 

w e l l  aimed but t h e r e  was enough of it t h a t  they crawled around 



on t h e i r  b e l l i e s  i n  extending the  l i n e  along t h e  dyke. They 

kept  t h e i r  guns working and wi th in  l e s s  t h a n  two hours they had 

run out of machine gun m u n i t i o n  and had t o  send back f o r  more. 

The r i f lemen a l s o  maintained a f i r e .  They could s e e  L i t t l e  or  

nothing of the  enemy but the  t r a c e r s  from t h e  guns around t h e  

farm house gave them a l i n e  t o  t h e  f i r e  p o s i t i o n s .  The two 60 

mm mortars  were put up along the  dyke and t r a i n e d  on t h e  hedges 

i n  f r o n t  of  the  farm house. W T  ALLEN EmRY of Headquarters  

Company, lugging a n  81 mm mortar, pushed up t o  w i t n i n  30 yards 

of Bridge Number 4 and put 1 8  rounds on t h e  enemy ground wi th in  

t h e  hedgerows around t h e  farm house. IIe opened f i r e  a t  400 

yards ranee ,  moved up t o  350 yards and then  back t o  400 again. 

He was almost out of ammunition when a German mor ta r  s h e l l  burs t  

w i th in  seven yards of him. The b l a s t  was muffled i n  a small  de- 

f i l a d e  j u s t  down t h e  embankment. So he moved back 100 yards ,  

A t  about 1800, C O B  l e f t  the s i t u a t i o n  a t  Bridge Number 2 i n  

charge of h i s  execu t ive ,  MAJ TOKN STOFKA (La te r  K I A  i n  BASTOGNE) 

and worked h i s  way f orwurd through t h e  colutm t o  t h e  head of 

Company G. As  he  moved along he round t h e  men of Gonipan,: I hug- 

g ing  the  low spo t s  a long the  g rassy  embanlrment on t h e  r i E h t  s ide  

of t h e  road and t r y i n g  t o  keep t h e i r  heads below t h e  l e v e l  Of 

t h e  r eeds .  They were doing nothing. (IEs s ta tement .  ) He t o l d  

them: "God damn i t ,  start f i r i n g  and keep r i r i n ~ . ~ '  133 f e l t  t ha t  



any ac t i on  would give them confidence and bu i ld  t h e i r  morale 

and t h a t  inac t ion  might prove f a t a l .  (COLE'S statement; i n  f r o n t  

of the  Ba'ttalion. 1 Ee to ld  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  t o  keep them f i r i n g  

and he cursed them a l s o  f o r  not t ak ing  s t e r n e r  measures i n  t h i s  

d i rec t ion .  He found t h a t  the  machine gunner up on t h e  l e f t  of 

the road i n  Company G t s  pos i t i on  wan spraying h i s  amrxmition 

along the  hedgerows; C O L E  t o l d  him t o  keep f i r i n g  but j u s t  t a p  

the t r i g g e r  and given them two or  t h r e e  shoi5s a t  a t ime  as he 

traversed. CLEMENT'S men were dug i n  around t h e  a n g l s  of t h e  

canal  dyke and t h e  CAUSEWAY embankment a t  Bridge Number 4. From 

within  t h i s  angle ,  LIEW IRVIN was p u t t i n g  bazooka f i r e  on t h e  

farm house ( t h i s  f i r e  was a t  r a t h e r  extreme range and we could 

not f i n d  pos i t ive  s igns  t h a t  it d i d  any good).  The r i r l e ruen  i n  

the  foxholes along t h e  ercbankmnt ,were f i r i n g  mainly a g a i n s t  the  

hedgerows i n  f r o n t  of the  farm house. I n t n r m i t t e n t l y ,  t h e y  took 

pot shots  a t  any l i k e l y  p laces  down t h e  road where an  enemy ma- 

chine gun might be nested.  A l l  hands by t h i s  t ime  were w e l l  

burrowed i n  the  enban!anent, Yet t h e  onemy b u l l e t  f i r e  kook 
. . 

steady, t o l l  of them, mainly bocuusc of r i c o c h c t e s .  Some of 

these b u l l e t s  bounced off t h e  pave~limt and i n t o  t h e  f i r e  l i n e  

along the  dyke bu tmore  of them caromed off  t h e  me ta l  g a t e  and 

in to  the foxholes.  C O L E  stayed up w i t h  t h e  forward company f o r  

about four hours watching t h i s  phcnonlonon. IIe d i d  n o t  s e e  how 

he would be ab l e  t o  g e t  h i s  men a c r o s s  Bridge Number 4 i f  t h o  

enemy continued h i s  f i r e .  So he proposed t o  CLEmNTS t h a t  he 

make ready t o  swim h i s  Company ac ros s  t h e  l a s t  c a n a l  and t h a t  



he reconnoi ter  off t o  t h e  l e f tward  t o  f i n d  a s u i t a b l e  p lace  f o r  

t h e  crossing.  COLE f igured  t h a t  i f  he could get  one company 

across  the  cana l  he could throw some ropes t o  them and pass  t h e  

r e s t  of t h e  B a t t a l i o n  over t h e  water ,  hand over hand. 

Company I held  the  most exposed ground i n  t h e  column- on t h e  

r i g h t  s i de  embankment t o  t h e  south  of Bridge Kmber 3. There 

was not enough dirt i n  t h i s  embankment f o r  t roops  t o  d i g  i n ;  it 

was without any cover except t h e  s l i g h t  screening af forded by 

t h e  reeds, Prom somewhere way out i n  t h e  marsh, some of t h e  men 

thought, a group of sn ipe r s  were shooting; i n t o  t h e i r  open f lank.  

At about 600 yards off t o  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  road, a s o l i d  neck 

of landstood up i n  t h e  marsh l i k e  t h e  prow of a b a t t l e s h i p .  

They thought t h i s  mighe be the  source  of t h e  sn ipe r  f i r e .  

Others thought t h a t  t h e  b u l l e t s  were coming from a concealed 

boat l y ing  out i n  t h e  reeds. S t i l l  o the r s  bel ieved t h a t  an  au- 

tomatic gun along t h o  high ground up ahead on t h e  r i g h t  was do- 

ing  a l l  of t h e  damage and t h a t  t h e r o  were no s n i p e r s  i n  t h e  

marshes, (These varying views were expressed by both nlcn and 

o f f i c e r s  a t  the time of t h e  group interview. ) A l l  t h a t  tho  

Company knew f o r  c e r t a i n  was t h a t  t h o  barron spot j u s t  beyond 

Bridga Number 3 on t h e  r i g h t  embanlcmcnt had bccomc an alloy of 

death and anyone who approaohod it bccamo the choice t a r g o t  f o r  

t h e  f i r e  of tho  onemy. M t o r  1 5  of t h e i r  n u b a r  got h i t ,  the 

men of Company I grew weary 02 running t h i s  gaun t l@t  and weary 

of t h e  day. A f i r s t  a i d  man, I?VT TICC'Tm, was h i t  in the 



and died almost i n s t a n t l y .  LIEUT GEOIiGE A. LARISH, l e a d e r  of 

F i r s t  P la toon ,  was sho t  through t h e  h e a r t .  LmUT J O H N  P. PAIE- 

SCmB was mor t a l l y  wounded. The c u r i o u s  p a r t  vrns t h a t  t h e  

r e s t  of t h e  column had a kind of i n s u l a t i o n  f rom t h e  shock of 

t hese  l o s s e s .  The B a t t a l i o n  w a s  s o  sp read  o u t  t h a t  i t  f e l t  d- 

m o s t  nothing a s  a  whole, J u n i o r s  knew t h a t  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r s  

had become c a s u a l t i e s  on ly  when someone pas sed  ?:,he word along 

t h e  l i n e  f o r  them t o  t a k e  over .  The men on t h e  r i g h t  enbank- 

ment had a  gene ra l  i d e a  t h a t  .the men on t h e  l e f t  embankmen% 

were f a r i n g  a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  t h a n  themse lves  and t h e y  would 

have crossed over t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  had t h a t  pas sage  n o t  be- 

come impossible.  ( T h e i r  s t a t e m e n t s ,  ) B u l l e t s  were  s c r a t c h i n g  

the  a spha l t  of t h e  road i n  two d i r e c t i o n s .  The men moved for-  

ward crawling.  Those who were  h i t  g o t  i t  w h i l e  l y i n g  down. 

Those who remained unscathed could s e e  v e l y  l i t t l e  of what w a s  

going on except t h e  h e e l s  of t h e  man i n  f r o n t  of them. 

CPL LLOYD KING, PVT WESLEY JACIGON and WT TIIOJWS A.  PINON f rom 

Headquarters Company worked t h e i r  way up t o  Br idge  Number 3 ,  

c a r r y i n g  a machine gun. They t h e n  crawled under  t h e  b r i d g e '  

and made t h e i r  way t o  t h e  far  bank by p s s s i n g  ?;long t h e  s t r u % s .  

PINON'S ammunition c a r r i e r  was h i t  d u r i n g  t h i s  pas sage  a d  

dropped i n t o  t h e  wate r .  PINON g o t  t h e  gun s e t  up i n  a %'oxhole 

r i g h t  bes ide  t h e  b r idge  and bagan f i r i n g  r i g h t w a r d  a t  an a n s l e  

90' from t h e  road. The hour was about 1800.  There  was no 

more s n i p e r  f i r e  from that  d i r e c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  evocing.  Br idge  



Number 3 began t o  cool o f f ,  although PINON'S a c t i o n  was t h e  

only thing done t o  counter tBe bu l le t  f i r e  a t  t h i s  po in t .  The 

men of Company I had been under steady f i r e  f o r  about two hours. 

CAPT CECIL L. SIMMONS got Company II up t o  Bridge N'ber 2 about 

1630. They went forward according t o  STMMONSt i n s t r u c t i o n s :  

"Keep your heads down and t r y  t o  fol low t h e  leader." One hal f  

of the lead platoon crossed Bridge Number 3 before t h e  genera l  

movement of the column was hal ted  by t h e  coming of dark. Five 

rounds of e n e q  mortar f i r e  atruck around t h e  bridge coincident  

with t h e i r  a r r i v a l  and two men of  the  Company were h i t .  Also 

wounded by the mortar f i r e  was LImTT ROBERT L. MC LWJCHLIN or 

Headquarters Company, A p a t r o l  was sent  out through t h e  reeds 

t o  r ight  of the CAUSEWX, It waded f o r  about 60 yaMs but saw 

no enemy and drew no f i r e .  Several of Company H t s  men were 

picked off by s t r ay  r i f l e  b u l l e t s  while t r y i n g  t o  hug t h e  d i t ch  

on the r igh t  embankment. But on t h e  whole Company B stood the  

evening be t te r  than tho others.  COL COLE f igured  t h a t  i f  he 

had t o  swim any men across  the  MRDELEINE t h a t  n igh t ,  he would 

move Compang H up through Company G and l e t  SIb'IRtON' S men take  

the  beating f o r  a while. (COLELil'S s tatomant.)  

With the coming of dark tho s i t u a t i o n  quie ted  a l i t t l c  because 

the enemy could not soe t h e  l i v e  t a r g e t s  wriggling along t h o  

CL2US;GUJAY banks, Company G was s t i l l  drawing hoavy b u l l e t  f i r e  

THE S T W I N G  up f ron t  and was t ak ing  l o s s c s  as 

somo of t h e  men t r i e d  t o  crawl 
<? 



across  t h e  road $0 get t h e  b e t t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  on t h e  l e f t  sided 

The hour was  about 2330. PTT HANS X. BRANDT had moved up t o  

*ridge Number 4. He noted t h a t  t h e  men were badly bunched at; 

t h a t  po in t ,  seven or  e ight  of them crowding i n t o  a ten-yard 

space. From somewhere off i n  t h e  reeds  t o  t h e  right-he 

thought it about 75 yards-a German -chine gun suddenly open- 

ed  f i r e  and t h e  b u l l e t s  began t o  bounce o f f  t h e  bridge. BIUUIDT 

f igured t h a t  wi th  the  men bm&ed as they were, t h e  f i r e  would 

ge t  some of them. Be tools a grenade and s t a r t e d  out through 

t h e  reeds. A t  about t h i s  moment t h e  men f a r t h e r  back a long t h e  

66XJs=, being not s o  c lose ly  engeged, saw and heard a plane  

coming toward them from t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of C-NTAN. The men saw 

t h a t  t h e  p lane ' s  wheels were down and they  recognized it a s  a  

dive bomber, It came s t e a d i l y  along,  f l y i n g  t h e  l i n e  of t h e  

road and about 150 yards up. no one ye l l ed .  Those who had 

seen t h e  plane s t i l l  sca rce ly  r e a l i z e d  what it s i g n i f i e d .  Above 

Company I t h e  plane unloaded-six o r  e igh t  small personnel  

bombs which h i t  along t h e  f l a n k  of t h e  road, dead on t h e  ground 

where Company 1 ' s  men had boen t r y i n g  t o  h ide  from t h e  sn ipers .  

WT B W T  had moved only a  fow yards  whon he heard a heavy ex- 

plosion c lose  t o  him. He loolred up and saw t h e  dive bomber. 

I n  t h e  same i n s t a n t  t h a t  hc wont f l a t  next a  s tun ted  t r e e ,  

thore  was another  expLosion and he f e l t  a  jar aga ins t  h i s  l e f t  

log. Tho qlwholo place soemod t o  l i g h t  up." B W T  wont oold 

f o r  a few seconds. So d i d  t h o  man jus t  t o  h i s  roar .  I3-T 

80% up and went on t o  h i s  ob jec t ive .  Ho waded as far as he 



could and then heaved h i s  g r e ~ ~ a d e  i n  t h e  genera l  d i r e c t i o n  bf 

where he thought t h e  enemy gun lay .  He d i d n v t  know whether 

he h i t  anything but  t h e  p o s i t i o n  got  no more f i r e  from there .  

Coming back, he found t h a t  t h e  man who had got ooncussion was 

s t i l l  out and had s l fpped down i n t o  t h e  water. BRANDT c a r r i e d  

him t o  t h e  embankment, He noted t h a t  t h e  men who had been only 

l i g h t l y  wounded i n  t h e  bombing had now proper ly  spaced them- 

se lves ,  Those who couldn' t  move were s t i l l  bunched together .  

He got some of them spaced ou t ,  t hen  s t a r t e d  back f o r  f i rs t  

aid. There were s o  many wounded along t h e  embankment tha t  he 

was blocked t h a t  way. He then walked r i g h t  down t h e  middle of 

the  road. There was no f i r e .  Af te r  dropping i t s  bombs-or 

so the  men along the CAUSEWAX thought-the e n e w  pLane went 

r i g h t  on down t h e  pos i t i on ,  b l i s t e r i n g  t h e  column wi th  machine 

gun bu l l e t s .  Between bombs and b u l l e t a ,  Company I Lost another  

30 men i n  those few seconds, t h e  s t r a f i n g  t ak ing  the  g r e a t e r  

p a r t  of them. About e igh t  of t h e  30 were e i t h o r  dead or  badly 

h i t .  It was a ourious t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  men who were s t rung out 

along t h e  CAUSEWlsr thought without except ion t h a t  only one. 

plane at tacked thom ( t h i s  was deterlllinod at the  group c r i t i q u e ) .  

It i s  probable t h a t  they  wont f la t  s o  quickly %hat  thcy  had no 

r e a l  view of it. For o thors ,  who had watchod 'bhe a t t a c k  from 

behind Bridgo Number 1 on tho road t o  QUESNILS, saw c l e a r l y  

t h a t  two '~erman p lanes  had crossed above t h o  column at r i g h t  

angles t o  one m o t h o r  i n  a s p l i t  socond. Tho p l m w h i c h  had , 

dropped tho  bombs had flown aoross tho  marshes while  t h o  plane.  

,, 
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which at tacked wi th  i t s  machine guns had come r i g h t  a long  t h e  

road from CARENTAN. They had seen t h e  t r a c e r s  sfbouncing l i k e  

ping-pong b a l l s  o f f  t h e  pavements1. W T  PAUL 3.  MC ECENNA was on 

the  l e f t  s i de  of t h e  road. He got bomb fragments  i n  bo th  shoul- 

ders,  h i s  r.ight l e g  and r i g h t  hand. Be walked on back f o r  first 

aid. PUT GLENN A. MOE had s t a r t e d  d igging a foxhole  on t h e  l e f t  

embankment and was about 3 f e e t  down when t h e  bombs h i t .  Two 

shards s t r u c k  him i n  t h e  l e f t  hand and shoulder .  Two men who 

wepe ly ing  within 10  f e e t  o r  him were a l s o  h i t .  He completed 

digging t h e  foxhole. Then he walked on back t o  PONT DE D O W E ,  

carrying one of t h e  wounded. A f t e r  g e t t i n g  h i s  wounds dressed ,  

he returned and brought t h e  o ther  man back with t h e  a i d  o f  a 

s t r e t che r  bearer ,  t h i s  work t ak ing  h i m  u n t i l  0400. 

The a i r  a t t a ck  p r a c t i c a l l y  el iminated Coupany I from t h e  reckon- 

ing f o r  t h e  time being. Having gone f la t  when t h e  bombs f d l ,  

the  men of the Company d i d  not a r i s e  a g a i n  save  f o r  the  Pew 

whose f i r s t  thought was t o  evacuate t h e  badly  wounded. The 

others f e l l  v i c t im  t o  t h e  deadly drowsiness of which i n f a n t r y  

a r e  especia l ly  su scep t ib l e  a f t e r  t hey  have exper ienced heavy 

shock loases.  They had almost no i n t e r e s t  i n  what had happen- 

ed t o  them and no c u r i o s i t y  about who had been h i t .  ( T h i s  W a s  

the  atatement of t h e i r  o f f i c e r s . )  LTJXTT ROBERT G. BURNS found 

t h a t  hc could not koop h i s  men awake no mat-tor how ho t r i e d .  

Somo wero aslcop within two o r  t h roe  minutos of t h e  bombing. 

This confused BURNS bocauso ho oould no t  t o 1 5  which wcso t h C  



sleepers  and which were t h e  wounded men. FIe saw men who had 

tumbled down the  embankment and l a y  s t i l l  with t h e i r  bod ies  

half i n  the  marsh. He went t o  them, f i g u r i n g  t hey  had been 

h i t ,  and then  discovered t h a t  they were s l e e p e r s  who had r o l l e d  

down t h e  bank and had not been awakened when t h e y  s l i p p e d  in -  

t o  the  i c y  water. Others l a y  t h e r e  i n  t h e i r  ODs and jump s u i t s ,  

wet through and through, y e t  s l eep ing  t h e  t o r p i d  s l e e p  of u t t e r  

s p i r i t u a l  exhaustion. The o f r i c e r s  had t o  y i e l d  any a t t empt  

t o  rouse these  men and r o r  t h e  next f o u r  hours  Company I re -  

mained a cipher  i n  t h e  column. 

But t he re  were s igns  t h a t  t h e  enemy a l s o  must have passed t h e  

limit of endurance. For t h e  B a t t a l i o n  l a y  t h e r e  open t o  him 

and h i s  guns knew how and where t o  f i r e .  The nigh t  was f a i r  

and t h e  a i r  ch i l l ed .  V i s i b i l i t y  w a s  exaep t iona l ly  good. Yet 

the hours of complete darkness passed and t h e  moon r o s e ,  f u l l y  

i l luminating t h e  scon4, without changing t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Over 

the  marsh l ay  a g r e a t  qu ie t .  

The way was open f o r  another  try a t  t h e  Number 4 Bridge. About 

0130, STOPKA repor ted  t o  COLE t h a t  CLEMENTS had s a i d  a l l  of 

Company G had crossod t h e  br idge  except a few man who were 

r i gh t  around him. DOLE t o l d  STOPBA: "OK, t o l l  him t o  g e t  them 

a l l  across.q7 At 0330 t h e  commander wont forward. He t h e n  

found t h a t  SIN?dONS was g e t t i n g  h i s  mon a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge  but 

t ha t  CLEMENTSq men were a l l  whopo ho had l o l t  thorn 5% hours  

boforo. Only now LTEUT CORTXZ was up ahcad with a 5-man out- 



post  on the  r i g h t  embankment, and t h r e e  men under a  co rpo ra l  

were t e n  yards beyond t h e  bridge on t h e  l e f t -hand  s i d e .  When 

SIMMONS had come up, CLEMENTS had s a i d :  "1 am n o t  sending any 

more men up. Therevs  no cover." SUV~KONS had r e p l i e d :  tqITell, 

t he r e  must be some i f  t h e r e ' s  men up there ."  (COLE d i d  not  

know of t h i s  conversation but  SIhWONS repo r t ed  i t  .) SW0PTS 

had then gone forward and made a  reconnaissance p a s t  t h e  b r idge ,  

f ind ing  the  ground a s  ba r r en  a s  CZElmNTS s a i d .  He crawled on 

along t he  l e f t  s i de  of t h e  road u n t i l  he heard Germans t a l k i n g  

wi th in  a  few yards of t h e  spot where he l a y  i n  t h e  roads ide  

d i t ch .  Then he crawled on back t o  h i s  r a d i o  and asked f o r  a r -  

t i l l e r y  f i r e  along t h e  hedge where he had l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  Gey- 

mans; he was t o l d  by f i r e  c o n t r o l  cen te r  t h a t  t h e  guns couldn ' t  

f i r e  a t  n ight .  A t  0200, COL COLE confirmed t h e  arrangement 

PASSAGE OF BRIDGB 
rnIBER 4 

of t h e  companies a s  t h e y  t h e n  stood 

with Gomuany B t a k i n g  over  t h e  lead 

from Company G and moving along t h e  l e f t  embanlment . He Pig- 

urea t h a t  Company G was t h e  more "beat  up" of t h e  two, and 

as f o r  Company I, he f i gu red  t h a t  ho would have t o  w a i t  ano ther  

hour o r  two before knowing whether they  were r eady  t o  f i g h t  

again. SIMMONS, taking over t h e  l ead  p o s i t i o n ,  could hear  wag- 

ons creaking along t h e  enemy f r o n t  and c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Ger- 

mans were g e t t i n g  e i t h e r  more machine guns o r  mines i n t o  po- 

s j t i o n .  CLEMENTS, droppin@; h i s  Company back t o  suppo r t ,  d i d  

not g e t  a  chance t o  exp la in  t o  COLE why he had incorrectly 

reported t h a t  h i s  men had passed through Bridge N W e T  4; he 



was wounded and taken frw t h e  b a t t l e  e a r l y  in t h e  morning. * 

A t  0400, COLE got back from Begiment wi th  o rde r s  t o  continue 

the a t t ack ,  SIMNIONS was pu t t i ng  h i s  men th rough  t h e  gap at 

Bridge Nuaber 4 a t  a r a t e  of one man pe r  minute. Though t h e  

e n e q  was not f i r i n g ,  SINn1ONS thought it bes t  t o  space  h i s  men 

t h a t  way s o  t h a t  i f  f i r e  were opened suddenly, not more t h a n  

one o r  two men would be oaught. But on coming back t o  t h e  

Bat ta l ion  from Regiment, COLE had walked r i g h t  down t h e  middle 

of the  CAUEjEDYS without one shot  being f i r e d  a t  him. Th i s  made 

him optimist ic .  ( H i s  statement.  ) Be t o l d  Sl3!i;TONS t o  send his 

men on through the  g a t e  as rap id ly  a s  p o s s i b l e  and not  t o  he s i -  

t a t e  about bunching two o r  t h r e e  of them t h e r e .  Company Ur com- 

pleted t h e  passage viithout l o s s .  Company G fol lowed.  Conlpany 

I f o r  tho  time being pu l led  back of Bridge Number 2. GOLX had 

looked the  Company over and decided it would be f o l l y  t o  o rde r  

it forward immediately. There were only 21 men and 2 o f f i c c r s  

"Note by H i s t o r i c a l  Off icer :  f t  seems p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  
another case whese t h e  lower commandor makes an ove r ly  o p t i -  
mis t ic  repor t  of h i s  p o s t t i o n  t o  koep h i s  s u p e r i o r  mo l l i f i ed .  
S T O m  had t h i s  t o  say whon askod whothor he w a s  c e r t a i n  about 
what CLlDlENTS had repor ted  t o  him: "I could  n o t  be mistaken 
about t h e  message. I harassod him a t  l e & s t  s o w n  t imes  about 
it.'* Probably any junior  cornandor would have f o l k  some hes i -  
t a t i o n  about ordorln$ men t o  run through t h e  gato. ~LEMENTS 
and t h e  othors  a l l  t h e  way back along t h o  C a u s o w ~  had vuitnos- 
sod the speotaolo o r  t h o  aftornoon. ToLophono and a l o o t r i c  
w i r o s  wore down i n  a t ang lo  ovor t h c  gato ,  Whon each man mad0 
h i s  run, diagonally through t h o  small  broach, thoso  who WOro 
watching from tho r o a r  could so0 sooros of spa rks  f l y  up from 
thc  gat0 and bridge i r o n  and from t h o  o l o c t r i c  l i n e s  a s  b u l l e t s  
b i t  i ~ t o  tho m o t a l .  The mon s a i d  it lookod l i k e  a "fire works 
displayq'. 



l e f t  t o  it of t h e  80 which had s t a r t e d  t h e  a c t i o n .  

Company H moved on along both  s i d e s  of t h e  road ,  toward t h e  

hedgerows and t h e  farm house, 84 lnen i n  t h e  Company. Company 

G, with 60 men, and Headquarters Company, w i t h  121. men, moved 

on t o  the  s o l i d  ground on l e f t  of t h e  road, t h u s  e n t e r i n g  a 

very small meadowbounded by hedgerows. SIIDIONSt men were goA 

ing forward i n  column. They had been t o l d  t o  advance along 

a z i m t h  195 whioh would t ake  tkiem on a cross-country  r o u t e  

over high ground t o  HILL 30. 

The lead scout ,  PVT ALBERT W. DIETER, went forward i n  t h e  t h i n  

l i gh t  u n t i l  he was wi th in  about f i v e  ya rds  of t h e  heagerow 

which ran  a t  r i g h t  angles  t o  t h e  main road and behina  t h e  farm 

THE ATTACK BEGINS bu i ld ings .  The P l a t o o n s  were 

s t rung  out behind h i m  i n  squad 

column f o r  about 200 yards.  As he took h i s  last few s t e p s  t o  

close on the  hedgerow, German f i r e - r i l l e ,  machine gun and 

mortar- opened up on t h e  Company a l l  a long  t h e  l i n e .  Whether 

the enemy had been su rp r i s ed  by t h e  advance o r  had simply he ld  

f i r e  u n t i l  Company H had movod t o  w i th in  easy  range wasn't  

c lea r ;  however, tho  f i r s t  f i r o  was wild and d i d  l i t t l o  damago. 

DIETER, i n  the  load ,  got t h o  f u l l  o f f c c t  of i t  and his l o f t  

arm was shredded from mist t o  shouldor by t h e  opening v o l l ~ y .  

Without ducking o r  quicken in^ h i s  pace ho walkod right back 

along tho l i n e  of f i r o  t o  whoro SIWONS had t a k o n  cover i n  a 



ditch. There he stopped. He s a i d  t o  SIIv@,TONS: "Captain,  2 am 

h i t  bad, a i n ' t  I?" SIIOIIONS s a i d :  'Your su re  are!  vf DIETER 

said: "Well, 1 d i d n ' t  Wck-up on you, d id  1: Captain?" SINUONS 

replied:  "No, you s u r e  didn ' t .q1 The boy t h e n  went on back. 

COLE, who only a couple of minutes before  t h e  wounding of DIE- 

TER had ye l l ed  t o  SXhDIONS: s'The Companyq s t o o  bunched. Those 

God-damned Germans a r e  here. They must know we're h e r e , "  now 

looked around t o  survey t h e  damage. Up forward,  a couple of 

men had been knocked dovm by machine gun b u l l e t s .  Five o r  s i x  

others f r o m t h e  l ead ing  pla toons  had been wounded i n  one way o r  

another and had c rak led  off  t o  t h e  d i t c h e s  at t h e  s i d e  of t h e  

road. SII43$ONS crawled over t o  d r e s s  t h e i r  wounds. He needed 

some kind of a t a b l e  on which t o  work while p u t t i n g  rough 

s p l i n t s  on one b o y f s  arm. There was a dead Gorman i n  t h e  d i t c h  

lying cold and stiff and ready f o r  h i s  purpose. HQ tools t h e  

oorpseqs pack o f f ,  r e s t e d  it on t h e  stomach and want t o  work 

with t h e  f i r s t  a i d  pack. 

fl sniper  from tho  o t h a s  s i d e  of tho  road kopt  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  

ditch. From rearwara, a l i g h t  machine gun was passed up  t o  

the pos i t ion  and SIIflviONS and S SGT J O H N  T. WHITE p re s sed  it 

ovor aga ins t  t h e  bank and f i r a d  about 250 rounds i n t o  the  hedge- 

row from which they  thought t h o  f i r o  was coming. WHITE kept  

working tho  gun. PVT WILLLAM PEDXN came running out of t h o  

f i e l d  and flopped down beside SII3iIONS. SLiitLTONS asked:  "Are 

you hu r t ,  PENDEN?" PENDEN answerad: W e l l  no, t h e y  haven' t  got 



me ye t  ." SIMMONS said:  wWell l e t  s keep f i r i n g  a t  t h e  d i r t y  

devils .  (However s t i l t e d  t h i s  conversation may sound, SIbli- 

MONS said i n  front  of h i s  Company t h a t  these  were his exact  

words.) PENDEN then inched h i s  way up t o  t h e  d i t c h  and Tired 

a few rounds. SI1\fM0NSTS, pu t t i ng  a new c l i p  i n  h i s  carbine  about 

two minutes l a t e r ,  not iced t h a t  PENDEN wasni t f i r i n g .  He sa id :  

What ls  the  matter, PENDEN?'7t Phere was no answer. WHITE shook 

PENDEN, then turned t o  SIMMONS and sa id :  "PENDEN'S dead. The 

sniper  got him. The l e f t  s ide,"  Another boy crawled t o  SIM- 

MONS with a bad arm wound, spurt ing blood from a n  a r t e r y .  ST& 

MONS to ld  him he had no tourniquet .  The boy sakd: "Maybe 

the?eqs  something i n  t h i s  medical kit I ' ve  got  i n  nv pocket 

t ha t  might helpow SIMMONS took a hemostat out of t h e  k i t  and 

pinched off the flow of blood. The German sn ipe r  lrept on haw- 

ing away. 



THE CHARGE 

COLE crawled back along t h e  d i t c h .  For ty  or  f i f t y  yards  behind 

him was CAPT ROSEMOND, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  C O L 3  

asked him t o  s h e l l  t h e  farm house and t h e  hedges, ROSEMOND 

to ld  h i m  he cou ldnqt  g e t  t h e  f i r e  because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  com- 

mander wasn't present w i th  t h e  guns t o  approve t h e  r e q u e s t .  

COm said: "God damn it! We need a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and we c a n v t  

wait  f o r  a general." He got  t h e  f i r e  i n  1 5  minutes. 

The hour was then about 0530 and f o r  t h e  next 25 minutes t h e  

a r t i l l e r y  pounded the  hedgerows around t h e  house. COLX and 

ROSEMOND watched the s h e l l b u r s t s ;  i t  looked a s  i f  t h e  s t u f f  

was get t ing  i n  where they wanted it. S t i l l ,  t h e r e  was no s l ack -  

ening of the  enemy b u l l e t  f i r e .  On COI;EvS o rde r ,  t i le a r t i l l e r y  

f i r e  was changed from ai r  burs t s  t o  de lay ,  and t h e n  changed 

back again. It made no di f ference .  E u l l e t s  s t i l l  whipped through 

the  thorn above the d i t ches  and t o r e  i n t o  t h e  embanlanents i n  as 

great  volume a s  berore.  ( A ~ L  hands a t  the  intervi.ew agreed ' tha t  

was the case.)  

COLE was puzzled. He f e l t  no assurance iaboul; what t o  do next .  

For a f l e e t i n g  moment, he oonsidered moving h i s  Inen back t h c  

way they had come. He wondorod whether he should t r y  t o  get 

them forward by i n f i l t r a t i o n  along tha  main road,  and a g a i n s t  

t h i s ,  he weighed t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  making a heads-up a s s a u l t  

against  t h e  housa. But hc d id  no t  weigh thesa  a l t e r n a t i v a s  





vary long. He made h i s  dec i s ion  on i rqmlse ,  no t  as a wel l -  

reasoned th ing,  but vcLt11 almost e x ~ l o s i v e  fo rce .  (COLE was 

asked t o  r e c a l l  as ca re fu l l y  a s  he could whether he had inade 

an accurate es t imate  or  s i t u a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  d e c i s i o n  and ~ ~ h t  

he sa id  here i s  not  a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  but a f a i t h f u l  account 

of h i s  emotions and reac t ions  a s  he s t a t e d  them.) 

STOPKA was r i g h t  ac ross  t h e  road,  COLE y e l l e d  t o  him. He sa id :  

W e q r e  going t o  order  smoke from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and t h e n  make a 

bayonet charge on the  houseeil STCX?KA r e p l i e d :  170K.'s COLE t o l d  

BOSEMOND what he wanted. Within a few minutes , t h e  smoke was 

being l a i d  i n  an a r c  which had the  house i n  i t s  c e n t e l  and ex- 

tended past  the  MADELEINE RIVER on one end and over  t h e  mein 

road t o  CARENTAN on t h e  l e f t  . COLE waited whi le  t h e  smoke was 

being put down. About 15  t o  20 minutes passed,  COLZ ad jus t ed  

the smoke f u r t h e r  lef tward t o  meet t h e  wind. He was e s p e c i a l l y  

concerned tha t  t h e  screen would be jus t  r i g h t .  

Company G ,  deployed and pinned i n  t h e  smal l  meadow t o  t h e  l e f t  

of the  main road, was being sprayed by f i r e  from a machine gun 

and a machine p i s t o l  i n  a covert  a lone  the  hedgerov~ on t h e  

southern border of t h e  f i e l d , ,  Tho li~sn i n  t h e  meadow t r i e d  t o  

crawl over t o  t h e  hedgerow next t h s  ~ i u i n  roe2  a s  t h i s  f i r e  f e l l  

among them. Otheys of t h e  coy1ijmq: ;:r.;~l~o had not  ~ o ' b  up t o  t h e  

meadow were sent scurry in^; fr<m tku  roaT;. f i r e  which swept 

r ight  down the  CJUJ'SmfAY, They dug i n  be s ide  t h e  road and re -  

mained i n  t h e i r  roxholes while  t h e  a c t i o n  th ickened  around t h e  



farm house. 

1ST SGT HUBERT ODOM of Company G, t ak ing  t h r e e  inen and a ma- 

chine gun, worked along t h e  hedgerow which bounded t h e  road t o  

the hedgerow covering t h e  enemy f i r e  t r ench .  The men moved 

crouched over,  walking i n  the  d i t c h  and s t i c k i n g  c l o s e  t o  t h e  

embanlalent. A t  t h e  same t ime,  PVT EMERY, t h e  mor ta r  man, went 

t o  worB on a house about 800 yards  down the  road from where 

machine gun f i r e  seemed t o  be s p i l l i n g  i n t o  Company Gvs  po- 

s i t i on .  He bracketed t he  house and h i t  i t  w i t h  h i s  t h i r d  round, 

se t t ing  i t  a f i r e .  Then be put two more s h e l l s  on t h e  t a r g e t  

for  good ,luck. He picked out a second enemy p o s i t i o n ,  and 

working the  mortar by biniself , continued t o  f i r e .  ODOM was 

s t i l l  t o i l i n g  forward w i th  tha  machine gun. Kt; 40 yards  range ,  

he saw a German stand up behind t h e  hedge and f i r e  a b u r s t  

from a machine p i s t o l .  0D0M was 1 5  yards ahead of h i s  own gun. 

The German's f i r s t  b u r s t  h i t  a l l  t h r e e  nien who were  behind him, 

carrying t h e  gun, One of them, PVT WILLIAM P, EVANS, go t  t h e  

gun i n  ac t i on  and kept on f i r i n g .  ODOM crawled forward through 

the water of the  d i t c h  which r a n  along t ha  hcdge. He was low 

enough t h a t  t h e  enemy f i r e  could no t  f i n d  h i m .  Ile y e l l e d  t o  

SGT ANTHONY L. ZEROSKI t o  t o s s  him some grenades.  ZZROSICL d i d  

so. ODOM threw th r ee  grsnades over t h e  hedge and heard a Gcr- 

man scream. Then he saw a Gorrnan r i s e  out of a t r e n c h  and d i s -  

appear so quickly t h a t  ODOM had no chance t o  f i r e .  ZEROSKI 

crawled up and covered ODOht whi le  he crawled o n  through t h e  



h i s  men had l e t  him down, ( H i s  words. ) 

What had happened? Some small  p a r t  of t h i s  s l ack  was due t o  

men who had gone t o  ground a t  t h e  first heavy vo l l ey  from t h e  

enemy and had remained mentally pinned. But t h e r e  were o t h e r  

contr ibuting f ac to r s .  COLE, concerned most of a l l  wi th  t h e  

QUESTION ABOUT AN ORDER d i r e c t i o n  of h i s  a r t i l l e r y ,  had 

not checked t o  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  

h i s  whole command knew of t h e  p lan  and were expect ing t h e  s ig -  

nal. STOPKA had not  t roubled t o  make a c a r e f u l  round of t h e  

oompanies and be s u r e  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  understood t h e  p l an  

and the  s i g n a l  and were g e t t i n g  t h e  word back t o  t h e i r  sub- 

ordinates.  He, too ,  was watcl-ing t h e  smoke sc reen  and a f t e r  

shouting what w a s  intended t o  t h e  o f f i c e r s  nea re s t  him, he 

did not fo l low up t o  mako c e r t a i n  t h a t  a l l  hands understood. 

I n  the  d i n  of t h e  b a t t l e  and t h e  n a t u r a l  exci tammt of t h e  

moment, i t  was not easy  t o  ge t  t h e  word around t o  a comand 

which was widely d i s t r i b u t e d ,  and f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  hugging 

earth.  Nor was it c e r t a i n  t h a t  a c l e a r  s i g n a l  could be given 

which would reach t h e  e n t i r e  f i e l d .  Some men, some officers, 

neve? got t h e  order. Thay hoard something passed on t o  them 

about sfwhistleqg and qqbayonet'l but in tho  confusion thcy Could 

not t e l l  what was sa id .  Others heard nothing. S t i l l  o t h ~ r s  

got the  order ,  but d idn ' t  know t h e  advance was on u n t i l  t hey  

saw t h e  t r i c k l e  of mon cross ing t h e  f i e l d .  Then a fow raced 



on t ry ing  t o  catch up. * 

COIJ3 t r o t t ed  half'.way ac ros s  t h e  f i e l d .  Then he stopped kne1.t 

on one knee and looked back. F i r e  was c l ipp ing  t h e  g r a s s  a l l  

around him and more of it was passing overhead. He s a w  t h a t  

h i s  men were t r a i l i n g  behind him s i n g l e  f i l e .  So he waved 

both arms a t  them t r y i n g  t o  get  them t o  f a n  out .  I n s t e a d ,  t hey  

h i t  t h e  d i r t .  He s t a r t e d  working on them one man at  a  t ime,  

urging them t o  get  up and go on. He kept  f i r i n g  h i s  c o l t  .1+5 

wildly  i n  t h e  genera l  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  farm house and a s  he 

f i r e d  he yel led:  "God damn, I don't  know what I ' m  s h o o t i n i  a t ,  

but I go t t a  keep on." ( H i s  exact  words a s  r e c a l l e d  by COLE 

and by severa l  of t h e  men who heard him and who reqmmbered 

t h a t  they laughed a t  t h e  spec t ac l e . ]  About 5 or  6 men were 

k i l l e d  by b u l l e t  f i r e  as  they l a y  t he re ,wh i l e  GOLF; was t r y i n g  

t o  get  them up. T E G  5 ROBERT E. DCRAN, COLE'S r a d i o  opera to r  

(La te r  K I A  i n  H O L W  ) , go t  up t o  h i s  Commander, h i s  SCR300 

*when the  c r i t i q u e  was held and t n i s  point  i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  
was reached, t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Off icer  asked COLE: Why d i d n ' t  t h e  
men follow you?" GOLF: r ep l i ed :  "God damn i t ,  Colonel ,  t hey  
were a f r a i d ,  t h a t ' s  why." The H i s t o r i c a l  Of f i ce r  sa id  t o  COLE: 
"1 c a n q t  be s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h a t  answer and I would l i k e  t o  in-  
quire in to  the  f a c t s  w i t h  your permission,"  as t h e  evidence had 
already shown t h a t  the  men were w e l l  spread out and both  C O U  
and STOPKA were preoccupied. About 30 witnesses  were heard ,  
including 4 o f f i c e r s .  Thei r  t e s t h o n y  was s u b s t a n t i a l 2 y  a8  i s  
reported above. COT23 w a s  then asked f o r  h i s  opinion.  He re -  
p l ied:  "The men we have heard from a r e  among t h e  b e s t  mcn i n  iw 
Bat ta l ion .  I would n o t  quest ion t h e i r  courage f o r  a moment. I 
am convinced now t h a t  t h e  f a u l t  was l a r g e l y  my own." Tho t e s t i -  
mony a s  t o  STOPKAfS a c t i o n s  was g i v m  by STOFKA himsolf .  A s  
both of these  men a r e  now dead it i s  i n  point  t o  add t h a t  t hey  
were w i l l i ng  t h a t  tho circwnstances should be c l o a r l y  s t a t e d  i n  
the  record. 



on h i s  back. Then 

gradually c lea r ing  

they ran  on together .  

from the  barrage  f i r e  

The smoke was 

and th rough  t h e  r i f ts  

i n  it, they oould s e e  t h e  farm house. STOPKA kept  y e l l i n g :  

"Let 's  go! Le t ' s  go!s9 and r an  on, hurdl ing t h e  f i rs t  d i t c h .  

COLE leaped a low hedge and cane down i n  a d i t c h  almost  up  t o  

h i s  neck i n  water. Re ye l l ed  back t o  DORAN: ltPon7t f o l l o w  

me!" and DORAN took both hedge and d i t c h  i n  one l eap .  Others 

oaught up with t h e  l e a d e r s  and passed them. STOPKA saw two 

men go down i n  f r o n t  of him. Ee y e l l e d  t o  PVT EDWIN S. PAS- 

TOURIS, one of them: ftHow a r e  you?lf Said  PASTOURIS: "T 'm OK. 

You keep going:rs F i f t e e n  men from Company H and Headquarters  

Company, who had come bela tedly  t o  t h o  a c t i o n ,  r a n  on up t h e  

road t o  t h e  hedgerow which formed t h e  r e a r  boundary of t h e  

house, then  turned and ran  down t h e  hedge on t h e  ou t s ida  till. 

they came t o  the  building.  They kept  r i g h t  on, going i n t o  t h e  , 

orchard. That was t h e  way COLE wanted it. 'We w a s  s t and ing  by 

the house, waving t h e  men on; a l l  of them wanted t o  s t o p  as 

they cams t o  the  building.  Re t o l d  Company G t o  assemble on 

t h e  brush p i l e  behind tho  house along wi th  Company I, which 

was now coming up from behind Brid$e Number 4, Company H and 

Headquarters Company were t o  c o l l e c t  thcmsaXrr~ji; next  t h o  r i g h t  

of the  house bafors  continuing. Tho o n o q  machine gun GrouPs 

which had been wel l  f o r t i f i e d  on tho  high ground t o  t h o  r i g h t  

of the  house had now pullod back f o r  t h e  most p a r t *  There 

were daad G e m n s  l y i n g  t h i c k  ovar t h a  ground and i n  t h o  f OX- 

holes,  but most of tho  l i v o  onos had r e t i r o d  through tho  



orchard toward t h e  r a i l road .  The American a r t i l l e r y  oontinued 

t o  f i r e  i n t o  t h i s  area.  The B a t t a l i o n  had l o s t  r ad io  contact  

wi th  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and t h e  guns continued t o  f i r e  a t  t h e  last 

a s  signed t a r g e t  . 
BVT BERNARD STERNO of Company H had s t a r t e d  the  charge wi th  

COLE al though h i s  M1 was jammed. Halfway across  t h e  f i e l d  he 

saw a  dead German sprawled i n  a s l i t  t r ench  behind a  clunlp of 

ONE MAN'S PORTION bushes. Se t  up i n  t h e  bushes i n  - 
f r o n t  of t h e  German was a  p i s t o l  

w i t h  a  cord l ead ing  back t o  the  body. STERN0 wanted t h e  p i s t o l ,  

but f i g u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  cord might be s e t  t o  a  mine, he took h i s  

kn i f e  out and slashed t h e  cord. He f e l t  soroething 'bump i n t o  

a f ingerPD on h i s  r i g h t  hand. But h i s  gloves were on and he 

d idn ' t  r e a l i z e  a t  once t h a t  he had been h i t  by a  b u l l e t  and had 

l o s t  a  f i nge r .  He got t h e  p i s t o l  and crawled on. k few f e e t  

f a r t h e r  a long STERNO saw another  man from Company H. He went 

t o  t h e  man bu t  saw t h a t  he had been shot through t h e  ches t  and 

was near  death .  &-I a i d  man came along and to16 STERNO t h a t  h i s  

hand was a l l  bloody, He bandaged t h e  stump of t h e  f i n g e r  and 

STERNO kapt  going. Then he heard someone ca::'.' "Help me!" It 

was a sergeant  from h i s  own company. STERNC c:m:led up t o  him. 

The sergeant  was  h i t  i n  t h e  stomach and leg .  Noxt him was t h e  

medical man who had jus t  b a n a ~ e d  STERNO. But he was dead now 

w i t h  a b u l l e t  through h i s  haad. STERN0 got tho  medical man's 

k i t  and canteon and gave t h e  sorgoant sudo f i r s t  aid.  By t h a t  



t i m ,  enemy f i r e  was breaking around t h e  CP i n  heavy vobXne 

and COLX was t e l l i n g  t h e  men t o  move away from t h e  v i c i n i t y .  

STERKIO went on about 25 yards beyond t h e  house1 found a p lace  

i n  $he f i r e  l i n e ,  flopped down i n  a wate r - f i i l ed  d i t c h  and 

began t o  f i r e ,  us ing an  Ml'he had taken from one of t h e  wound- 

ed. His bandage worked lopee. Another f i r s t  . a i d  man came 

along,  looked a t  the  wound and t o l d  STERNO t o  get  t o  t h e  rea r .  

There were a number of wounded ly ing  i n  t h e  d i t c h  along t h e  

road and STERNO f i gu red  he'd b e t t e r  he lp  them. They begged 

him t o  s t a y  t h e r e  and t r y  t o  f l a g  t h e  ambulance t h a t  cama 

along. The d i t c h  and t h e  road were now being raked by 88 mm 

f i r e  f r o m t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o r  GARENTAN, One man ly ing  next STBR- 

NO had had a n  eye t o r n  out ,  by shrapnel.  He d idn ' t  know whether 

t h e  eye was gone and he asked STE17NO about it. STERNO d idn ' t  

want t o  t e l l  him t h e  t m t h  so  he rep l ied :  W e l l ,  even i f  i t  

i s ,  you should be glad you have the  o t h e r  one." He prepared 

a sulfa pad and put i t  on t h e  man's eye. Then he s t a r t e d  t o  

work on some of t h e  otihes woundad. These was t h e  sudden swish 

of another  88 s h e l l .  STEXNO jumpod l o r  t h e  s l i t  t r ench  but 

d i d n ' t  qu i t e  make i t r  Ho f e l t  Pqaomething t e r r i b l y  heavyvs land 

aga ins t  h i s  back- jar r ing him a s  i f  ho had been kicked hard. 

He wasn't su re  whather he was wounded again  o r  had only f e l t  

concussion. I n  f a c t ,  a shard had r igpod i n t o  h i s  back and 

stopped i n  t h e  g ro in  although t h i s  was not known u n t i l  he was 

thoroughly examined on t h e  LST the  next day. The m n  who had 

l o s t  an eye was now ye l l i ng :  llX& am, 0 my arm, 0 uy am.'' 



STERN0 lvas groggy f o r  a  few seconds. When he looked a t  t h e  

man he saw t h a t  his a r m  had been smashed by t h e  l a t e s t  ex- 

plosion. Another man next him, who had been a l i v e  a few 

minutes before* had l o s t  ha l f  of h i s  head. It f e l t  t o  ~TERNO 

as  if t h e r e  was blood running from h i s  own back but he wasn' t  

c e r t a in ;  he thought s t i l l  it might be shook and imagination. 

He looked a t  t h e  o the r s  i n  t he  group of wounded. One man who 

was just  f i v e  f e e t  from him had blood s t reaming from h i s  e a r s ,  

nose and mouth; he was oonscious but  w a s  so  shocked t h a t  he 

couldn't u t t e r  words and Was expressing himself i n  a l i t t l e  

babble. STERN0 f i g u r e d  t h a t  m o s t  of t h e s e  men were beyond h i s  

power t o  help. He crawled on rearward t o  Bridge Number 4. 

There v?as,a foxhole and he dsoppod i n t o  it. About one-half 

minute l a t e r  a mortar  s h e l l  h i t  jus t  ou t s ide  t h e  hole and a 

piece of it got STERNO.in t h e  neck and ano the r  p i ece  h i t  a n  

o f f i c e r  ly ing  beside  him.* 

*This inan r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  from h o s p i t a l  i n  l a t e  
July. He seemed t o  remember accura te ly  everything t h a t  had 
happened t o  him. Kis statements vrero made i n  t h e  presence of 
a l l  Ba t t a l i on  o f f i c e r s  and such of t h e  wounded as had re turned  
t o  t h e  Bat ta l ion .  A number of t h e  o f f i c e r s  and mon had seen 
him during t h e  movements here in  descr ibed and it i s  be l ieved  
t h a t  h i s  s to ry  i s  abso lu t e ly  r e l i a b l e .  



AROUND T I E  FARM HOUSE - 
IST SGT ICELUTETIE M. SFRECKER and PVT ROACH of Company H reached 

the  farm house 20 yards i n  f ron t  of COLE. They shot the lock 

off t h e  door and dashed inside,  The place was empty. SPRECKER 

moved on t o  the brush p i l e  and saw two Gesmans i n  the  orchard, 

r i f l e s  i11 hand, ge t t ing  ready t o  f i r e .  SPRECKER f i r e d  first  

wi th  the tommy gun, Both Germans f e l l .  

2MD LIEUT EDWARD A. PROVOST o f  Company H had nine men with him 

as t h e  charge s tar ted .  Five got h i t  or  l o s t  crossing t h e  f i e l d  

and he ca r r i ed  on with the  four  who remained. They worked up 

t h e  road sk i r t i ng  the  r ight  oi? the  house, A hedgerow p a r a l l e l s  

the  road; just opposite the  house was a  so l id ly  constmcted 

machine gun posi t ion  which had been dug deep i n t o  the  embank- 

ment overlooking the  MADELEINB. The men crept  i n  behind the  

Cover of t h e  farm house wall. PROVOST was not giving them any 

orders ;  they moved i n  silence. TEC 6 JAMES 0. BRUKE, the  mail 

orderly,  threw a grenade over the  hedge. There were f i v e  Ger- 

mans a t  t h e  gun and i n  the  V-shaped f i r e  t rench which adjoined 

it. Tho grenade h i t  and oxpZodod f a i r  among them. Some were 

stunned; others stood thoro screaming. BWNE and PROVOST saw 

them so a s  they bounded up the  eight crude s teps  from t h e  road 

t o  t h e  gun posi t ion  without giving the  gun crew a moment t o  

rcoovor. BRUNE starked t o  f i r e  ap he ran. PROVOST' yellad: 

qtQonf t waste bullets!  Uso the  bayonet!" This was what they 

d id  but such was tho excitement of the  moment t ha t  & ta r  they 



.... 
I.,, 

could not  remember how many of t h e  f i v e  they had run through. 

Then they  re t raced  t h e i r  s t eps  and went on up t h e  road, p icking 

up men from Companies I ,  H and Headquarters as they went along 

--ten men a l together .  A s  they drew ab reas t  of the  orchard, 

they looked lef tward and saw about two squads of Germans "mil- 

l i n g  aroustdw beyond t h e  f i r s t  few rows of t r e e s ,  as i f  g e t t i n g  

ready t o  p u l l  out. The men wi th  PROVOST propped up behind t h e  

hedge and f i r e d .  A few of t h e  enemy f e l l  a t  t h e  f i r s t  vol ley.  

The o thers  went t o  ground immediately and formed a l i n e ,  t h e n  

began shooting. PROVOST thought t h e  Germans were at extreme 

range f o r  a grenade but he pulled t h e  p i n  out and got ready t o  

throw. Then a b u l l e t  s lashed through h i s  cheek. Blood . sp i l l ed  

a11  over h i m  and he returned t o  %e .farm house looking f o r  

f i r s t  aid.  There he met SPBECKER who had oome back i n  search 

of' o ther  men from t h e  Company. PROVOST t o l d  him what had hap- 

pened and SPRXCKER went forward and took charge of PROVOST'S 

men. They had ceased f i r i n g  when PROVOST l e f t  but SPRECKER 

held up t h e  f i g h t  and f i v e  Germans came out of t h e i r  foxholes, 

That ended t h e  skirmishing around t h e  orchard f o r  t h e  time be- 

ing. 

When t h e  Germas f i r e  had b'roken over t h e  head of t h e  column 

dur ing t h e  advance of Company H along t h e  CARENTAN road, Company 

I had been i n  movornont from behind Bridge m b e r  2 t o  behind 

ADVANCE OF COMPANY I 
Bridge Number 4. The survivors  of 

Company 1: heard tho  sounds of b a t t l e  



UP ahead, i n  and around t h e  farm house. The Germans f i r e ,  how- 

ever ,  had again  engulfed Bridge kmber 4 and b u l l e t s  were rat- 

t l i n g  off t h e  i r o n  g a t e  as on t h e  af ternoon before.  The men of 

Company 1 had t o  run f o r  t h e  narrow opening through t h i s  b u l l e t  

f i r e ;  they d i d  it one man a t  a time wi th  heads down. Those who 

maah it then  jumped down t o  t h e  p ro t ec t i on  of t h e  embankment. 

The l a s t  two o f f i c e r s ,  LIEUTS BURNS and G L W O N ,  were hit i n  

t r y i n g  t o  ge t  through t h e  ga te .  About one-third of t h e  o the r  

su,mivors were l o s t  a t  t h i s  point .  The r e s t  went on l e a d e r l e s s .  

They a t tached themselves as ind iv idua l s  t o  any group they  could 

Eind and joined t h e  skirmishing around t h e  orchard and through 

t h e  hedgerows. For t h e  t ime  being Company I ceased t o  e x i s t  a s  

a u n i t .  The e n t i r e  Th i rd  B a t t a l i o n  was by now completely scram- 

bled and t h e  junior l e a d e r s  fought on wi th  l i t t l e  s c r a t c h  groups, 

however i t  was  e a s i e s t  .to c o l l e c t  them. 

The f i r e  had not l i f t e d  from f i e l d s  which were immediately 

South of Bridge Number 4. Most of t b e  men who had been under 

cover t h e r e  when COLE and h i s  group charged t h e  house were s t i l l  

pinned. Many of Z;he enemy were posi t ioned behind t h e  hedgerows 

which ran  at r i g h t  ang l e s  t o  t h e  CARENTAN road. It was rrom 
v 

t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  much of the  automatic f i r e  had poured i n t o  

t h e  f i e l d s  and ,had kopt  t h e  Don from Company H and Headquarters 

Company confined t o  t h e , d i t c h e s .  The charge had moved off 

oblique t o  t h e  r i g h t  from t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h i s  f i r e ,  though 

t h e  o r i g i n a l  rnovemant,, axtonded i n t o  t h o  orchard,  would have 

outflanked i$ .  The enemy f s  pa in t  of g r e a t e s t  strength, inso- 



fa r  as command of t h e  C A U W &  was concerned, had been on t h e  

r idge  of high ground between the house and t h e  MADELEINE. The 

charge had routed t h e  f o r c e  t h e r e  and PROVOST'S dash-in with 

t h e  bayonet had s t i f l e d  t h e  l a s t  f l icKer  of r e s i s t a n c e  a t  t h i s  

posi t ion.  However, t h e  G e m n s  i n  t h e  hedgerows along t h e  op- 

p o s i t e  f l ank  had not  been dislodged b y  t h e  charge. When t h e  

smoke began t o  c l e a r  away,. they could again vo l ley  iLnt0 t h e  

f i e l d s  south of Bridge Number 4: This was t h e i r  n a t u r a l  l i n e  

of f i r e .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  hedgerows which t h e  enerq was holding 

were on a x i a l  l i n e s  toward t h e  f i e l d s  where t h e  B a t t a l i o n  rem- 

nants  were s t i l l  looking va in ly  Tor cover.* 

*In t h e  NORMANDY f i g h t i n g  the  Germans almost i nva r i ab ly  had 
t h e i r  Resistance Line behind, and running p a r a l l e l  t o ,  the hedge- 
rows. These a r e  o o n s i d e r a b l ~  obstacles ,  being s o  t h i c k  w i t h  
thorn ,  v ine  and bramble t h a t  a t  most p leces ,  a man cannot f o r c e  
h i s  way through them. Nore than tha t ,  they a r e ,  i n  point  of 
screenin&, a fair  f i r e  breastwork, i n  that thoy a r e  t h i c k  enough 
a t  the  base that a man may l e a n  up t o  them and f i r e  through them 
~ L t h o u t  being seen. I f  t h e  pos i t i on  cannot bo destroyad by ar- 
t i l l e r y  o r  mortar f i r e ,  t h e n  in fan t ry  must f i n d  a way t o  move 
around the  f l anks  and en f i l ade  it. For supported by f i r o ,  t h e  
hedgerow i s  a stoppor t o  any skirmish l i n e  which t r i e s  t o  a s s a u l t  
i t * f r o n t a l l y .  Bohind t h e  hedgerows, t h e  Germans dug t h e i r  fox- 
holes  i n  per fec t  goomotric proport ion,  square-vmllcd and deep. 
I n  f a c t  thoy were s o  doop t h a t  a man of  averago hoight could 
s tand oroct i n  thorn and ju s t  soo ovor. Ikon two Gonnans stand- ' 
t o  from within  a foxholo, thoy maintain t h o m s o l ~ e s  i n  a Sort of 
half-crouch, back on t h e i r  haunches, with hoads oroot. They fa00 
ono anothor. Each man has a r i f l c  s lung at his h ip  and pointed  
up over t h o  odgc s o  t h a t  one man soos whntovor comos a t  t h o  baok 
of tho  o ther  and both  have a fair  f i o l d  of v i s ion .  I n  NO- 
tho  machino gun s t rong  p o i n t s  woro usua l ly  a t  t h o  cornors of t h e  
f i o l d  whoro t h o  hodgorows carno togcthor.  So posi t ionod they 
Could oovar tho  roads  o r  a swoop of country. Tho foxholes  
along i n  a l i n e  d i r o c t l y  back of tho  hodgos and spacod more o r  
l o s s  ovonly botwaon the  machine guns. Tho b a t t l e  was complox b0- 
cause of tho  cut up naturo  of tho  country. Yot i t s  t a c t i c s  wore 
as simplo a s  a run around ond: flax& tho  hodgorow l i n o  and t h o  
whole sec t ion  of f r o n t  thon must form on t h o  noxt convcniont 
f i e l d  t o  t h e  roar .  



CAPT SIMMONS and SGT WHITE hadn' t  heard COLEIS order.  Trying 

t o  a t t end  t o  h i s  wounded, SIhlMONS had heard someone ye11 some- 

t h ing  about a ttwhistlelq and *bayonetH but t h e  words d i d n ' t  

r e g i s t e r  a s  an  order .  He shouted t o  WKCTE: W e l l  what about a 

f- whistle?tt but  he got no reply  and he continued wi th  h i s  

work. The charge a c r o s s  t h e  f i e l d  got away without  e i t h e r  man 

seeing it. 

must have been only a few minutes l a t e r  t h a t  a s h e l l  explod- 

ed near SIMXONS and t h e  concussion knock~d  him. c0I.d. He came 

t o ,  with WHITE shaking him by t h e  shoulders. *What happened?" 

ELXNoNS asked. WHtTE: t o l d  hiru t h a t  the  B a t t a l i o n  had been order- 

ed t o  charge ac ros s  the f5e ld  and t h a t  scjms oi? t h e  men were al- 

ready a t  t h e  farm house. SILP'iTDES sa id :  Vhon  l e t 1  s g3'i, t h e  h e l l  

out of here." His head s t i l l  vtds nct  c j i : ~ i ~ .  He motioned t o  t h e  

men around him t o  fol low. A group got up. He didnf  t no t ice  how 
rr 

many. They advanced s t r a i g h t  up the  d i t c h  and toward t h e  corner  

of t h e  hedgerow which r a n  back of the  house. $. German machine 

gun was s t i l l  f i r i n g  from t h a t  point  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  where SZM- 

MONS1 men had been. This  l a s t  anchor of t h o  German f'omvard l i n e  

gave way a s  STJNOlTB and h i s  men ran on toward tho  hedgerow. A 

few of tho  man wi th  SIPQTONS r o l l  under b u l l a t  f i r e  i n  c ross ing  

tho d i t ch .  The &mxLcans ran on f i r i n g  t h e i r  r i f l o s  toward t h e  

Qun A few Garmans were k i l l a d .  A. gronadc knocked t h e  gun out.  

SI~IONS s e t  up a machino gun on tho samo spot  and pointod it i n  

t h e  opposite direo*ion. The man thon prowlod around i n  t h e  im- 



mediate v i c i n i t y  f o r  a few mimtes. hbout one hour a f t e r  t h e  

charge (This  was COLE'S e s t imate )  S I t I O N S  reported t o  h i m  a t  

the house. COLE to ld  him t h a t  he should move over t o  t h e  r i g h t  

of t h e  farmhouse where'the r e s t  of t h e  Company was reorganizing. 

He had s t a r t e d  t h e  day with 84 men. men it was over, he had 

0 Nost of them had been l o s t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  during t h e  first 

oouple of hours. 

The f i g h t i n g  slackened f o r  a few minutes. The r i g h t  f l ank  had 

been clen.red. The l e f t  f l ank  was c l e a r  l;o t h e  f i rs t  hedgerow, 

though it was a quostion whether the  ec3 : i  had pulled any f a r -  

t h e r  back on t h a t  s ide  than t h e  width of t h e  first field-i  COLE, 

making a random estimate of his ow-: s t r e n g t h  with,out leaving t h e  

farm house, sent  PVT DOYLE BOW1;2 c:? Eerilquarcers Curqany back 

t o  'LIDST COL PATRICK F. ChSSIDI' cf 3irs.5 3 a t t a l i o n  i;c; t e l l  him 

t o  b r ing  his  men on through. C O i X  f igurdd that Third B a t t a l i o n  

was washed up a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  time being. ( H i s  own statement .)  

I n  po in t  of f a c t  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  was even worse t han  he knew; t h e  

meager p a r t i e s  which had closed up t o  t h2  hedgerows were not 

even s u f f i c i e n t  t o  compose a t h i n  f i r e  l i n e .  S t i l l ,  COLE be- 

l i eved  t h a t  ha had t h e  enemy on t h e  run. (His statement.  ) The 

mission of Third Ba t ta l ion  remained unchanged; i t  was t o  go on 

t o  HILL 30. But COLE f igured  t h a t  a f r e s h  B a t t a l i o n  would Gome 

through i n  s u f f i c i e n t  momantum t o  complete t h e  assignment thati 

day and he s o  advised tho Regimental Commander. PVT BOOTLE 

went on back and was f i r e d  on by sn ipe r s  all t h e  way across  the 



f i e l d  t o  the  CARENTAN road. The f i e l d  was now c l e a r  of t r oops  

except f o r  t h e  dead and wounded, BOOTLE saw. F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n  

was s t i l l  north of Bridge Number 4. But BOOTLE didn' t  g e t  t h a t  

f a &  He gave the  message t o  SGT JOSEPH H. GILLION of Company 

H who sent  it on t o  t h e  Regimental CP from where it was re layed  

t o  F i r s t  Bat ta l ion .  A few minutes a f t e r  BOOTLE had l e f t  COLE, 

PROVOST showed up t h e r e ,  looking f o r  a bandage f o r  his f a c e  

wound. There was no a i d  man a t  t h e  farm house. COLE t o l d  

PROVOST t o  keep moving t o  t h e  rea r .  DvRANDtS r ad io  was aga in  

working by t h i s  t ime  bu t  COLE d idn ' t  know it .  So COLE gave 

PROVOST t h e  same message which he had given BOOTLE: and t o l d  h i m  

t o  de l ive r  it t o  CASSIDY. PROVOST g o t  t h e  message a s  f a r  a s  a 

sergeant who was w i t h  t h e  m o s t  forward pla toon of F i r s t  B a t -  

t a l i o n  near  Bridge Number 4. He t o l d  t h e  sergeant  t o  send t h e  

message back t o  CIASSIDY, Right af terward,  PEOVOST s a w  one of 

h i s  own men ly ing  i n  a d i t c h ,  shot through t h e  chest .  Be stop- 

ped t o  patch  himup.  Then be not iced t h a t  a group of men from 

Company H viere hugging t h e  d i r t  around him and he asked them 

why they weren't forward. 9yWe're pinned down," s e v e r a l  of them 

said.  PROVOST couldn ' t  understand it. Quite suddenly t h e  f i r e  

opened on him and he  crawled on hands and knees back along t h e  

d i t c h  u n t i l  he could y e l l  t o  t h e  f i r s t  men of CASSIDY'S B a t -  

t a l i o n .  They, too ,  were hugging the cover of t h e  d i toh.  About 

10 minutes l a t e r ,  he  saw CASSIDYtS men ge t  under way. As 

t h e  l e a d 5 ~ g  f i l e s  made t h o i r  way i n t o  the  f i e l d  beyond Bridge 

Number 4, maohine gun and rifle f i r e  coming from f a r  down on 



t h e  l e f t  hand s i d e  of t h e  CARENTAN road out i n t o  them& 

They went on through a scene already wel l  l i t t e r e d  wi th  t h e  

dead and dying. COLE a t  t h e  farm house had h i s  hands hll. 

During t h e  charge two of h i s  f irst  a i d  men stopped t o  patch  

up t h e i r  comrades and t h e  o ther  wounded men i n  t h e  f i e l d .  That 

l e f t  no one t o  ca r e  f o r  t h e  wounded from t h e  f i g h t  which was 

s t i l l  going on up forward. PVT JOHN W4 PIKE, a mortar man 

from Headquarters Company, came i n  wi th  a wound throbgh h i s  

shoulder. COLE and SPRECKER bandaged him. PVT JAMES W. E V A N S  

of Company H came i n  wi th  a l e g  broken by a s h e l l  burs t .  

JOE JIMNEZ of Company H came i n  wibh a b u l l e t  wound i n  t h e  

shoulder. COLE and SPRECKER put s p l i n t s  on one man and ban& 

ages on t h e  o thers .  COLE got on the  r ad io  and asked Regiment 

t o  "send up a l l  k inds  of ammunition, p a r t i c u l a r l y  machine gunw 

and a l s o  t o  send a long  an ambulance and any a i d  men who could 

be found. 

By now, t h e  Engineers  had rigged a temporary span a t  Bridge 

Number 2 and had t o r n  away the jammed ga te  a t  Bridge Number 4. 

I t  was poss ib le  f o r  veh ic les  t o  come through t o  t h e  farm house. 

COLE was i n  t h o  cour t  of t h e  farm house whom he had just  Tin- 

ished s p l i n t i n g  EVANSf l o g  with a p ick  handle, Next t h e  door 

was a young p r i v a t e  from CASSIDYyS Bat ta l ion .  He had taken off 

h i s  shoe and was p u t t i n g  su l f a  powder on a minor wound i n  h i s  

heol. COLE sa id  t o  him: "Got out of hora r ighe  now, This  i s  

a dangerous spot ." Tho k i d  sa id :  "1 want t o  ba s a f e ,  Colonel. 



I might @kt blood poisoning if I don't f i x  t h i s , "  As he spoke 

the l a s t  bard, he was h i t  s t r a i g h t  on by a f l a t  t r a j e c t o r y  miS- 

s i l e  which smashed him up agains t  t h e  s tone  building and dropped 

him i n  a bloody heap on the  f lags tones .  

The ambulance duly a r r ived ,  carrying anmunition. There were 

no Red Cross vehicles  present and so  a n  o rd i ia ry  t ruck  had been 

rushed t o  t h e  scene* i t  brought ammunition up and took t h e  

wounded back, under f i r e  i n  both d i reot ions .  There were SO 

many wounded t h a t  they were ca r r ied  out double deck, some r i d i n g  

i n  t h e  body of t h e  t ruck and o thers  i n  s t r e t c h e r s  ac ross  t h e  

top. Two jeeps were also pressed. i n t o  service.. 

The t ruck  agbulance returned on i t s  t h i r d  t r i p ,  bringing a 

group of f i rs t  a i d  men from FIRST ARMY with  it. COLE'S Staff  

got back t o  him. They had been s ca t t e r ed  about with t h e  var ious  

elements. GEHAUF, dead beat from h i s  exer t ions  of the  two pro- 

ceding days and n igh t s ,  had gone t o  s l eep  i n  a d i t c h  i n  t h e  

ea r ly  morning and COLE had decided t o  l o t  him slacp.  Ho cane 

i n t o  tho  FP cursing COLE f o r  leaving him behind. LIEUT RALPH 

A. PYB.TSON, S1, had been back wi th  the radio  sect ion.  GAPT ED- 

U Y ~ '  J. BARRETT, S3, had been a t  t h e  Bourth Bridgo and had then  

gone on up tho road whiah wound pas t  t h e  farm house t o  holp 

organizo t h o  men. 

The S t a f f  collootod i n  one room, COLE was i n  t h e  room next 

them working on t h e  wounded. A she l l -  whethor i t  was mortar. 



DVANCE OF TBE FIRST BATTALION 

COL G%%IDY and h i s  men had aeen t h e  first wounded from Third 

Bat t  alien' s morning a c t  ion streaming back a long  the  CBUS3Wf 

embankments, but they did  not have any c l e a r  i d e a  of how t h e  

b a t t l e  was gaing around t h e  farm house. CASSIDY suspected t h a t  

COLE had probably broken t h e  back of t h e  enemy res i s tance  but 

had spent  h i s  own foroe  i n  s o  doing. 

T h i s  inpress ion  was gr&ually d i s s ipa ted  as F i r s t  Ba t t a l i on  go* 
I 

in motion. Company B came under heavy f i r e  immediately. It 

was automatic f i r e  and t h e  worst pa r t  of it seemed t o  be coming 

from weil-concealed pos i t i ons  i n  the  marsh off  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of 

t h e  road. When t h e  l e a d  elements reached Bridge Numbes 4, t h e  

b u l l e t  f i r e  became s o  t h i c k  tha$ "a man could scarceLy r a i s e  h i s  

head. " (Statement of LIEUT ROBERT ROGERS. ) ROGERS had two of 

h i s  machine guns s e t  up on t h e  embankment a t  Bridge Number 4 and 

put  a t r ave r s ing  f i r e  over t h e  marsh. S t i l l ,  t h e  f i r e  from t h o  

marsh d i d  not diminish. Company B l o s t  8 men t h a t  m0r~iW3 - 
3 of them k i l l e d  - just i n  f i n i sh ing  the  move across  t h e  CAR%- 

w, 

ROGERS l e d  h i s  men forward: he was s t i l l  t h ink ing  t h a t  he would 

c r a sh  them through a t h i n  l i n e  of onomy and t h a n  march on t o  

JTLL 30. ( H i s  words.) They reached t h e  opon f i e l d  across  whiah 

COLE had charged and were ab la  t o  deploy ovor toward tho house 

without inany add i t i ona l  losses .  k t  t h a t  p o i n t  COLE warnod them 



. 

\ 

t h a t  the  house was becoming a t a rge t  f o r  a r t i l l e r y  and mortar 

l i r e  and t h a t  they had best  get  on quickly. They did so. 

ROGERS found t o  h i s  amazement t h a t  t h e r e  were only small f r ac -  

t i o n s  of squads from Third Ba t ta l ion  holding any par t  of t h e  

ground. So he disposed h i s  men general ly up along the  hedge- 

rows t o  t h e  r i g h t  oof t h e  house and on t h e  f a r  s ide  of t h e  road 

which ran  alongside t h e  house. Re saw t h a t  Third Ba t t a l i on  

"had no defensive pos i t i onTf  and t h a t  he would have t o  r e l i nqu i sh  

f o r  t h e  t ime being any i d e a  of advancing beyond Us  i n i t i a l  l i n e  

among t h e  hedgerows.  is words. ) The advance of the  Coapany 

stampeded the  small number of enemy who had continued %o c l i n g  

t o  t h e  immediate foreground. They were pursued beyond t h e  

houses a t  tho crossroads and small groups from t h e  Company kept  

on going f o r  severa l  hundred yards f a r t h e r .  LTEUT HOMER J. 

COMBS l e d  s i x  men a l l  t h o  way t o  the  r a i l r o a d  track.  Moanwhile, 

another  group of men got a machine gun forward t o  tho cross-  

roads and then soarchod a11  of the  houses. I n  t h i s  par ty  W a s  

PVT REDMOND WELLS who was t o  conduct himself conspicuously l a t e r  

i n  t h o  day. The mon found tho housos empty, oxcept ro r  a few 

French c i v i l i a n s .  Tha group which had gone on t o  the  r a i l r o a d  

t r a c k  saw s i x  Gomans soma distance away, off t o  t h o i r  hf t .  

They f i r e d  a t  thorn. But a s  they thornsolves woro already being 

f i r e d  upon by sn ipe r s ,  t h o i r  aim whs not good. Tho QncW van- 

ished. The group he ld  a council  of war. Tho men wantedto go 

on, hunting f o r  tho  s ix enenry. COMBS fi@;urod ho was @;Qtti% 

f a r  away from the  main body and l cd  them on back. T ~ O Y  stoppod 



a t  t h e  road and b u i l t  up a fire l i n e  along it, d i s t r i bu t ing  

themselves just  i n  f r o n t  of the houses and employing the  d i t c h  

and hedgerow cover abounding t h e  road, T h i s  l i n e -  or  r a t h e r  

a p a r t  of it -held u n t i l  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  was re l ieved l a t e  t h a t  

n ight .  1 t had no moments of quiet. It was oounterattacked 

nmerous  times. On one occasion,  it almost oompletely s h a t t e r -  

ed and during much of the  day w a s  sub jeoted t o  a oontinuing 

p re s su re  from 20 yards range. The Germans oame back t o  t h e  

road l i n e  almost immediately a f t e r  COMBS' s o r t i e ,  and took up 

p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  d i t ches  on t h e  o t h e r  s i de  of t h e  road, There 

they were protec ted  by a high b r i c k  wall .  Thus locked with t h e  

e n e w  and v i r t u a l l y  i s o l a t e d  from t h e i r  own main body, t h e  men 

a t  t h e  forward l i n e  on the  r i g h t  maintained thensolves by duel- 

l ing  with grenades, and i n  two instances t u r n i n g  the  Gormans 

back at t h e  point  of t h e  bayonet. Thoy had one machine gun 

which was s o t  up i n i t i a l l y  t o  r i r o  d iagonal ly  across  tho cross- 

roads and i n t o  t h e  f i o l d  beyond. For a t ime,  t h i s  machine gun 

p o s i t i o n  was ab le  t o  hold firni. Tho group, howvor,  had no l i n e  

of communication t o  t h e  roar .  Ono th ing  lzolpod thcm. As they 

had come forward, they had Found a g r i n  t a b l e a u  a t  tho cross-  

roads.  Set  up t h s r o  was a G o m n  machine gun with a dead gull- 

nor  behind i t .  Sprawlod a c r o s s  t h e  gun and t h a  gunnor was a 

dead h e r i c a n  paratroopor. Ho had boon doad many hours but naxt 

his hand woro two boxos of SLmorican machine gun ammunition. Tho 

group took t h i s  g i f t  along and boforo tho morning was out ,  they 

had nood of it. A t  f irst ,  t h o r e  wore o d y  a dozon mon on tho  



forward l i ne .  More came as t h e  mornillg wore on, u n t i l  at i t s  

s t ronges t  the  pos i t i on  had about two-thirds of F i r s t  Platoon 

and 25 men from t h e  Third, ' 

I 

The backstop of t h e  r i gh t  flank: had' been s e t  up, howeverd at  

the  Number 1 Hedgerow, on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  hedgerow which faced 

toward t h e  orchard. There s ~ G T  HARFiISON ISONMIERS, who on D Day 

had given as dis t inguished account of himself as any s o l d i e r  

i n  t h e  h e r i o a n  Army, had s e t  up two machine g u m ,  one a t  t h e  

corner  and t h e  o ther  a t  the  r e a r  where it could  sweep up t h e  

road. 

While t he se  arrangements were going on, d i s a s t e r  had already 

overtaken Company A, The two lead ing  pla toons  came over t h e  

CAUSEWAY and through Bridge Numbor 4 under a heavy she l l i ng  by 

a r t i 1 l exy . and  mortar. They l o s t  a few men a long t h e  way. Then 

they  s t a r t e d  aoross  the  o l ea r  f i e l d  a s  Company B had done. Ono 

of t h e  heav ies t  concen%ratione of s h o l l  that  aay - malnly mortar 

but w i t h  some 88 mm mixed i n  it - f e l l  r i g h t  among tho  men a s  

they raaohed t h o  mlddlo of t h e  f i o l d .  F i r t e o n  mon wore h i t .  

The shock s o a t t a r ~ d  tho o thers  i n  a11 directions and thoy scram- 

bled f o u r  ways i n  search f o r  oovor. Tho doop d i t c h  was d i roc t -  

l y  ahead of thom. Somc junpod h o d - f i r s t  in%o tho wator. But 

o thers  r an  back t o  Bridgo Numbor 4; St  took 1% hours t o  got 

tho  non togothor again and up t o  t h o  f i r i n g  l i n o ;  t h e  mortar 

f i r o  continuing moanwhilo, though i n  l o s s o r  amounts, Third 



Pla toon  (These platoons had on ly  15-25 men apiece)  then  

came up, s t a r t ed  aorosH the  f i e l d  .and got  caught i n  t h e  

Same meat grinder .  This p la toon  l o s t  9 men on t h e  i d e n t i -  

c a l  spot  and t h e  others  - s ca t t e r ed ,  looking f o r  any kind of 

Cover. But cover was not easy t o  f i n d  by t h a t  t ime;  t h e  

more convenient d i t ches  and foxholes were a l ready f i l l e d  

by t h e  wounded and t h e  s t r a g g l e r s  who had been caught i n  - 
t h e  backwash of t h e  b a t t l e .  Company PL had l o s t  6 men i n  

oross ing t h e  CAUSW&i, most of them from b u l l e t  f i r e .  That 

made it 30 a l l  t o l d  before t h e  Company approached t h e  f i r e  

l i n e .  

1% w a s  a t  about 1100 t h a t  t h i s  f i r s t  heavy blow f e l l  on 

Company A. The same barrage had engulfed t h e  farm house 

where COLE was sweating out t h e  r egu la t i on  02 h i s  a r t i l -  

l e r y  and the  f inding of h i s  own f lanks .  The American ar- 

t i l l e r y  was f i r i n g  toward t h e  r a i l r o a d  and CARENTm. This  

COLE knew. Ee knew a l so  t h a t  some elements of F i r s t  B a t -  

t a l i o n  had gone on and were working at  t h e  hedgerows some- 

where beyond. B u t  he d id  not  know how t h e  b a t t l e  was form- 

i n g  o r  whether t h e  men forward i n  the orchard and a long 

t h e  hedgerows ware c lose ly  cngaged.  i is statoment .) By 

now most of the  forward l i n e  - t o  c a l l  it t h a t  i s  a n  ex- 

aggeration-was m ~ c d  by F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n ,  and between 

COLE and CASSIX on t h a t  day t h o r e  was ouriously l i t t l 0  



exchange of irif ormation.* 

I n  the long run, it probably made v e r y  l i t t l e  difference.  For 

F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n ' s  r o l e  . i n  t h e  CARENTAN f i g h t  was simply t o  

bui ld  up on t h e  ground where Third B a t t a l i o n  had exhausted it- 

se l f .  Without a c t u a l l y  re l i ev ing  T h i r d  Ba t ta l ion ,  F i r s t  B a t -  

t a l i o n  took over, go t  i t s  shoulder i n  t h e  door, and t h e r e  be- 

came wedged. Such of  COLE'S men who were 6tiL.l. i n  t h e  f i g h t  

f i l l e d  i n  along OASSf W'S defensive l i n e .  Nobody reconnoitered 

t h e  f ron t  i n  d e t a i l - i t  wasn't that  k ind  of a  day- and COLE 

continued t o  imagine t h a t  h i s  men were doing t h e  l i o n ' s  share  

of t h e  work. A f t e r  Compally A had been ripped apar t  while try- 

ing t o  move up l e f t  of t h e  farm house s o  a s  t o  push the '  eneqy 

from t h e  high ground ly ing  west of CQ;EnTAN, f i v e  men who had 

jumpod forward t o  seek cover i n  t h o  d i t c h  picked themselves up 

and t r i e d  t o  koep t h d i r  assignmant, They got as f a r  as  t h e  l o f $  

end of Hodgorow Niunbar 4 whore thoy roinforcod t h o  lef tmost  

domont of Third Battalion-four r i f lomon and a l i g h t  machine 

gun. At t h i s  two succass ivo gunnors had boon, h i t  by 

*This  was ~ O ~ ~ U S G  both commndors, who woro having t h o i r  first 
axpmionco wi th  war, worc prooccupiod wi th  what thoy saw d i roo t -  
l y  bcforc thorn. La to r ,  i n  t a l k i n g  t ogo thos  wi th  tho  H i s to r i ca l  
Officor,  thoy agrood t h a t  t h i s  was t h o  caso. COLE and t%SSIDY 
wore roommates and had a Demon and P y t h i a s  kind of friendship. 
COLE rodo CASSIISY hard;  tho l a t t c r ,  who is  a  quiot  and non-as- 
s c r t i v e  Irishman w i t h  a gontlo sonso of humor, Was ab lo  t o  t ako  
i t .  Thoy consultod almost nono a t  a l l  during t h o  ba t t l o .  81- 
though CASSIDYfS mon woro spread p r o t t y  m c h  over tho  gcnoral  
f r o n t ,  ho stayod mainly on t h o  l o f t  and t r i o d  t o  run t h a t  p a r t  
of tho  ac t ion.  



In t h a t  time, they had not seen a s i n g l e  eneniy, and indeed, 

t h i s  was cha rac t e r i s t i c  of t h e  whole day ' s  f i gh t jng .  It was 

Like f i gh t ing  an army of phantoms, t h e  men s a i d .  ( d l  of t he se  

NATURE OF TKlC BATTLE d e t a i l s  were suppl ied  by numerous 

wi tnesses  dur ing t h e  o r i t i gue .  

Keeping wel l  oovorod, the Germans advanced a long the perpen- 

d ioular  hedgerows and ditches,  t hon  moved t o  t h e  flank on t h o  

i n s ide  of tho  hodgarows which r an  at r igh$  ang1.c~ t o  tho  road. 

They undorstood t h i s  manner of advanoo vcry  wc?.L anti r - l x l y  

oxposed more than a shoulder o r  t h o  t i p  crf FI irolmot. Tho men 

of 50BD know tha t  a now l i n e  of f i r o  hail. soun b u i l t  up op- 

pos i to  them only from tho r i s i n g  r a t t l o  of t h o  p n s .  NInny of 

thom fought a l l  day and saw no one. I n  f a c t ,  two-thirds of 



COLE'S men who were under f i r e  around t h e  farm house saw Ger- 

mans only a f t e r  t h e  Germans had become corpses.  his was by 

count at the  c r i t ique . )  , They fought on, pouring t h e i r  small  

amus and machine fire at t h e  hedgerows, hoping t h a t  volume of 

f i r e  alone would keep t h e  eneny back, I n  t h i s  work the  r i f l e  

was t h e i r  most u s e f u l  weapon. (Their statement.) Only 13 could 

remember having made some use  of t h e  grenade; only 6 were cer- 

t a i n  t h a t  they had k i l l e d  any of t h e  enemy with it. More by 

accident  than  by design,  about 10 of them closed with one or  

two of the  enelny i n  the scurrying around the hedgerows and used 

the i r  bayonets. 

Too, t h e  scrambling which had resu l ted  from t h e  manner i n  which 

the two ba t t a l i ons  were committed was made worse by t h e  geo- 

met r ic  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  oountryside. The f i e l d s  i n  t h i s  p a r t  of 

NATURE OF TKE: GROUND NOIiMANDY a r e  sometimes square, some 

oblong and some t r i angu la r  i n  shape, 

and of varying size, Their  ou t l ine ,  r a t h e r  than  the  r i s e  and 

fd.1 of ground, detemrlned khe l i n e s  of advanco and of r e s i s t -  

ance.  The u n i t s  had t~ accomodato themselves t a o t i c a l l y  t o  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  as they fpund it. Large u n i t s  could not remain 

t o g e t h e r  a s  a group, and, f o r  the  same reason, oould not be put 

forward as a group. To g rea t l y  increase  t h e  s t reng th  along any 

one s t r e t c h  of hedga was t o  multiply t h e  ohance t h a t  a number 

of men would be k i l l e d .  Small groups, moving out on soparate 

missions, sometimos advanoad on converging l i n e s ,  o r  returned 



a completed mission t o  f i n d  t h e i r  companions gone, bhRn 

joined another grouy,. Each company l o s t  some of i t s  number t o  

the ditches and other cover as t he  advance continued under f i r e .  

m e n  these  s t raggle rs  were rounded up an$ put i n t o  a c t i o n  by a 

passing o f f i ce r  o r  non-com, they  inoluded men of e v e q  company. 

The weakness of the general p o s i t i o n ,  a s  COLE and CMSIW both  

rea l ized   hey discussed t h i s  w i t h  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Off ice r  on 

th ree  d i f f e r en t  occasions) was t h a t  it had no  rear .  As t h s  d i f -  

COMMAM, WORRIES f u s i o n  of t h e  a s s a u l t  f o r c e s  in-  

creased,  any chance f o r  o rgan iza t ion  

which would allow fo r  a l o c a l  rese rve  was swallowed up. There 

was nothing t o  f a l l  baok upon. If  t h e  f r o n t  craoked, t h o s e  who 

were s t i l l  on two legs  would have t o  re (  r e a t  baok over t h e  UAUBZ- 

m. (Their  statements.) GAPT ROSEhTCiP, who was t r y i n g  t o  d i -  

r ec t  t h e  support a r t i l l e r y  from t h e  socond sl;ory of t h e  farm 

house, was bein$ plagued by t h e  hedgerows. T h q  blanked out 

t h e  f i e l d s  so t h a t  he oouldn't  s e e  whoro t h o  s h ~ l l s  ware f a l l -  

. So ho had t o  sense and regulate i n  t h o  mannor of " jungle 

warfarclq--judging by the sound whothor ho w a s  go t t ing  t h o  s h e l l s  

i n  whore ha wanted them. COLE wantod moro d c l a y  fire-some- 

th ing  t h a t  would got i n t o  t h o  ground at t h o  baso of t ho  hodgos 

and root  tho Gormans out of t h o i r  holes .  KO f o l t  t h a t  t o o  m o h  

of t ho  s tu f f  was wasting in  a i r .  Howovor, t h o  m u n i t i a n  supply 

didn ' t  a l low f o r  it. What bothorod both mon ovcn more during 

t h o  morning hours was tho absonco of coDlnUniCati~ns* KBEMONDqS 



radio operator  had gone down i n  t h e  same d i t c h  where CWE had 

taken h i s  bath and t h e  s e t  had been drowned out. That deprived 

them of a l l  contact  wi th  t h e  b a t t e r i e s .  A r t i l l e r y  f i r e  was 

breaking around t h e  house a t  the  time and ROSEMOND wasn't su re  

whether it was h i s  own o r  enew f i r e :  About Z& hours a f t e r  he 

had taken h i s  pos t ,  t h e  first t ruck  ambulance a r r ived ,  br inging 

ammunition. Aboard it was an  SCR609; ROSEMOND took the  crys- 

t a l s  out of h i s  dead r a d i o  and put them i n  the  609. From noon- 

time on f o r  s e v e r a l  hours,  he d i d  h i s  forward observer 's work 

without a hi tch.  That should have been LIELTT SBmTELfS work but  

=FUEL had been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  charge across  the  f i e l d  wi th  COLE. 

SPRJEL had had a hunch about it. He s a i d  t o  ROSEMONI) a s  he 

arose t o  jump o f f :  "Well, I didn' t  want t o  80 back t o  Englarid, 

anyway. They' d jus t  g ive  us  a n c t b r  .:,r: in'Lng sohed.uls," (Al l  

of? t h i n  e b t x t  caae from ROSEMCXD . ! 
But u n t i l  t h e  sun stood high, ne i the r  BetLaU.cn had go t ten  enough 

f e e l  of t h e  enellry t o  be su re  whether he intended t o  s tand and 

Pight o r  t o  cut and run. During t h e  f i r s t  heavy blaze of a r t i l -  

l e r y  and mortar r i r e  which broke over 'che American f ron t  i n  mid- 

morning, t h e  r a t t l e  of t h e  burp guns had crept  c lose r  and t h e  

men had s a id  t o  one ano ther :  IfThoy're coming now." Machine Wns  

from f a r  over t o  tho  West of t h e  CAREKCAN road had put Bridge 

Number 4 under heavy f ' ira and enveloped the  a r ea  immediately 

south of it. F i r s t  Squad, Third P la toon  of Company H l o s t  6 men 

i n  l e s s  than 10 minutes while they wQra ly ing  i n  tho di'cchos; 

t h e  men sa id  l a t e r  t h a t  more of t h e i r  comrades died i n  d i t chcs  



t ha t  day than died  going forward. ( A t  the  c r i t ique . )  A man 

from Company G had a mortar  s h e l l  land almost on his head as he 

l ay  f l a t  i n  a d i t c h  with arms out-stretched. It wrapped t h e  

helmet around h i s  s k u l l  and he had t o  crawl t o  a medico t o  have 

i t  pr ied  loose. 

SIhDlONS had sent  8 men up beyond the  f irst  farm house on t h e  

righthand s i d e  of t h e  winding road. Three were h i t  by mortar 

Tire. The o thers  jumped i n t o  a water- f i l led  di tch.  The b u l l e t  

f i r e  above t h e  d i t c h  w a s  such t h a t  t h e y  lay  submerged f o r  more 

than an  hour. 

But t h i s ,  too ,  passed and a l u l l  held the front .  



AMONG THE CABBAGES 

What caused t h e  break i n  t h e  morning ac t ion i s  not known f o r  

ce r t a in  though i t  may have had i t s  source i n  c e r t a i n  moves which 

a t  th is  hour, unknown t o  t h e  two Bat ta l ions ,  were t ak ing  p l ace  

i n  the  higher headquarters  of both oamps, But it was t h e  g r e a t -  

e s t  boon t h a t  came t o  t h e  502m REGIMENT a l l  day, f o r  it enabled 

F i r s t  Ba t ta l ion ,  which up till t h i s  moment had not been a b l e  60 

take  hold f i rmly,  t o  complete i t s  defensive arrangements. 

Cornparry C came forward and moved t o  ground just ahead of Hedge- 

row Number 2 and a long  t h e  main highway. The deep d i t c h  which 

f o m s  t h e  boundary of t h e  f i e l d  between t h e  CAElXTCAN road and 

the  farm house t u r n s  about even with the  Number 2 Hedgerow and 

the  stream flows under t h e  road and through a cu lver t .  Beyond 

the  d i t c h  a t  t h i s  po in t  and extending almost t o  Number 3 laedge- 

row was a l a r g e  cabbage patch .  This patch was t o  become t h e  

pivot of F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n  defense  along t h e  l e f t  f lank,  Company 

C moved up amon$ t h e  forward cabbages. There i t s  r i f l e s  and 

machine guns were pos i t i oned  s o  as t o  put a rlanking f i r e  on 

the  Germans a s  they c r e p t  down t h e  f a r  s ide  of Hodgarow k n b @ r  3, 

o r  with equal f a c i l i t y ,  t o  pour a f r o n t a l  f i r e  on t h a  onerny as 

they came down t h e  i n s i d e  di-bch and the  hodgorow p a r a l l e l i n g  t h o  

main road. Cornparry A's  l i n o  was b u i l t  up along tho rear of t h i s  

one, taking i n  t h o  'pasa of t h e  cabbage patch south of t h o  d i t c h .  

Prom t h i s  ground t h o  company could f i r e  toward t h e  t o p  of the 

orchard and agains t  Hedgerow Numbor 3.  The l i n o  e x t ~ n d o d  a c r o s s  



t h e  road and pas t  the culvert s o  t h a t  the  machine guns s ta t ioned  

t h e r e  could f i r e  f ronta l ly  a g a i n s t  the  Genaans coming down the  

d i t c h  On t h e  outside of the road. These were t o  become t h e  

l i n e s  along which the enemy was t o  press  h i s  f 'urther a t t acks .  

The, a t t a cks  var ied  hardly  a t  a l l  throughout the  hours of the 

afternoon.  

I n  a l l  of t h i s ,  however, was a l a r g e  element of luck. For in-  

s o f a r  a s  F i r s t  Bat ta l ion  was conoerned, t h e  decisive character  

of t h e  cabbage patch had not been ca re fu l l y  estimated. (The 

statement of CASSIDY and h i s  o f f i c e r s ,  ) The men spread them- 

s e l v e s  among t h e  cabbages because the  p l an t s  themselves pro- 

v ided f a i r  conoealmont. They d i d  not r e a l i z e  a t  f i rs t  t h a t  t h i s  

p l o t  of ground was a hub covering the  enem's  a x i a l  l i n e s  of 

advanca. CASSIDY had beon ovor t o  COLE and they had discussed 

whora F i r s t  Ba t t a l i on  might f i n d  room t o  dispose i t s  upcoming 

pla toons  so  t h a t  they would have some usefulness  i n  the  event 

of  a oounterattack. They agreod t h a t  the  a rea  naxt t h e  CAREN- 

TAN road was t h e  l e a s t  l i g h t l y  manncd and t h o  most vulnerable 

s e c t o r  of t ha  f ron t  at the momant. So tho platoons wero t o l d  

k o  go t h a t  way and the  men took up t h e i r  pos i t ions  among t h e  

oabbages, (Statomonts of COLE and CASSIDY.) 

Whilo tho  two companias wer@ f i x i n g  themsolves on t h i s  ground, 

LIEUT W. A, SWANSON and SGT JAY SCHENEl of Cornpaw C ,  SGT STAN- 

LEY Cz&SFNICR 

from Company 

of Haadquart ors Company 

G (unident i f iable)  t ook  

and two machino gunners 

advantage of the  r e sp i to  





from mortar f i r e  t o  go up t o  the main road t o  t h e  house which 

was on the l e f t  s ide  of the road. The house was just  a l i t t l e  

beyond Hedgerow Number 4. They saw Germans i n  t h e  next house. 

The Germans saw them a t  the  same t ime  and engaged them w i t h  

r i f l e s  and machine p is to ls .  TWO Germans were h i t  by machine 

gun f i r e .  C m C K  then got h i t  i n  t h e  f a c e  by a b u l l e t  from a 

machine P i s t o l  and he s tar ted  back f o r  a dress ing .  The machine 

gun r an  out  of a m n i t i o n .  (I$ was 1145.) SWANSON decided 

he'd b e t t e r  f a l l  back. The s i t u a t i o n ,  i n s o f a r  as t h e  e n e w  

in fan t ry  were aoncerned, was qu i e t .  ,SWANSON had seen no e n e w  

a c t i v i t y  o f f  toward h i s  r ight .  But wh i l e  he  was r e t r ac ing  h i s  

s t eps  he s a w  Germans rnoviq a long Eledgerows Number 3 a m  4 to -  

ward t h e  road, ~,IELTT GEORGE R. CODY, who was t h e n  i n  the  cab- 

bage patoh, could look ahead and s e e  t h e s e  same a c t i v i t i e s .  NO 

one was f i r i n g  a t  the  enemy dur ing this t ime and it niystified 

3GT ODOM, who had got up t o  t h i s  sane  forward @;sound ea r ly  i n  

the  morning, oontinued t o  hold it w i t h  h i s  two men a f t e r  knock- 

ing  out t h e  enemy machine gun. He had been t h o r e  when StllANSON 

came up and he remained there  a f t e r  SWANSON withdrew. But he 

could not  s ee  what was happening t o  t h o  SWANSON group bocause, 

though they  were spaced only a few ya rds  a p a r t ,  a hedgerow in- 

torvaned. Howovcr, PVT C. MC LEAN of Company G had been 

kocping, a s o l i t a r y  post i n  t h i s  samo f i e l d  botweon tho road and 

t h ~  houso. Not f a r  from h i m ,  a l though  MC LEAN did  not know 



h i t  i n  t h e  Stomach by a  s h e l l  fragment.  A f t e r  g e t t i n g  FLETCEDR 

t o  t h e  road he met the F i r s t  B a - f t a l i o n  men who were coming along. 

BY now, S I W O N  and the  maohine gunners had a l ready begun t h e i r  

r e t rog rade  move. As m~ ixc LLEAN saw it, a few German grenades 

had f a l l e n  among SWRNSON'S men and wh i l e  no r e a l  hurt had been 

done t o  them it quickened t h e i r  b e l i e f  t h a t  a laok of machine 

gun ammunition argued f o r  a s l i g h t  withdrawal.  DRUMh!ONTl and t h e  

o t h e r s  saw the  Germans coming down t h a  heagarow on the  r i g h t  of 

%he road. It looked l i k e  t h e r e  were 30 o r  40 of them. The 

group f igurcd  it was time t o  move back. They withdrew careful -  

l y ,  not running o r  exposing themsalves.  A% t h e  pos i t i on  where 

ODOM had grenaded the German '&gunners e a r l y  i n  tho  morning, they 

round an W r i c a n  machino gun s a t  up. Thc s i g h t  of tho gun on- 

couraged thom. DWNMOND and t h r e c  r i r loman from First Ba t t a l i on  

and  onc machine gunner thereupon docidod t o  make a stand. They 

put down a l i n e  of f i r o  on t h o  mon moving a long tho hodgerow, 

k i l l c d  a  fow of thom and forcod t h o  o tho r s  t o  deploy and then  

withdrow. 

During theso  ac t ions  SGT ODOM and h i s  two mon stayod r i g h t  whoro 

t h o y  wore i n  tho  f  orwasd ground. 

Woll over t o  tho  r ight  o f  t h o  Rogimontal Tsont,  PVT ROBERT I. 

BOYCE and about f ive  othor r i f lomon movod up tho road past  t h o  



eneW were 1ugg.i.ng the gun and he  y e l l e d  t o  the  o the r s  t h a t  it 

w a s  a  t r a p .  They shot i n to  t h e  group and k i l l e d  two of t h e  Ger- 

mans. The h e r i c a n s  had. gone t o  ground as they f i r e d .  The 

women ran ,  but where they disappeared,  no one not iced.  

S I P X N S J S '  men who had been i n  t h e  w a t e r - f i l l e d  d i t o h  f i n a l l y  

worked off  flankward toward t h e  BxV]EX IWIXLEINE. They reached 

i t s  bank just  i n  time t o  see  two squads of Germans p u l l  out of 

a dugout and f l op  dnto pos i t ion  behind a hedgerow. The two 

squads poured s o  much f i r e  toward t h e  h i e r i a a n  p a r t y - r i f l e  

f i r e  suppoxted by one machine p i s t o l - t h a t  t h e  men had t o  ge t  

down i n t o  t h e  water again. Having spant one hour i n  the  water  

o f  t h e  d i t c h ,  they spant ano ther  hour i n  t h e  water  of tho r iver .  

SWANSON i n  t h e  meantibe had. gono on a s ight -sooing tour.  Ho 

had made one p r i o r  t r i p  t o  reconnoi to r  t h o  s i t u a t i o n  on tho  ax- 

t ramo r i g h t  whoro THOMFSON and t h o  o tho r s  wore f i g h t i n g  a t  tho  

Crossroads, Ro again movod forward t o  so0 how th ings  woro go- 

in% thoro.  But bofora ho over roachod THOME3SON ho bumpod bodi ly  

into a  group of Gomans who came from bohind a  hodgorow. Thoy 

grabbod him and hllndfoldod h i m  and hold him f o r  an  hour. Then 

thw Ournard him loose and ho ro tu rnoa  t o  h i s  own Lines. 

All of t h i s  mystiPied L I N T  SWANSON vory much. 



ONE MOMENT OF ROUT 

The eneW in fan t ry  had been p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  only  Strong Counter- 

a t t a c k  of t h e  morning. S ~ O N  had seen  t h e i r  r i g h t  f l ank  Gome 

on along Hedgeraw Number 4 as he had walked back along t h e  GAR- 

XNTAN road but he had moved on be fo re  t h e  two forces  opened 

f i r e .  DRUMbIOND and h i s  men had t u r n e d  back t h e  a t t ack  on t h e  

r i g h t  f l ank  without knowing t h a t  t h i s  was p a r t  of a general  en- 

gagement. Bu t  t h e  f igh t  had flamed a long  a l l  t h e  hedgerows 

e-nd through t h e  orchard. P i r i n g  machine p i s t o l s  and r i f l e s ,  the 

enemy moved s t r a i g h t  along t h e  hedge b o r d e r i n g  t h e  orchard t o -  

ward t h e  two machine guns comm,ded by SGT SUMMERS. 

L I N T  CLARENCE A. THOMPSON, TR, was moving a long Bedgerow Number 

2 t r y i n g  t o  round up some inen. There weso two or  th ree  5 0 m  

r i f lemen near  him. They began t o  f e e l  t h o  hea t  of the  German 

f i r e  as t h e  enelny cane on through t h o  o rcha rd .  SGT WILLIAM A. 

GRAN1! was h i t  i n  tho arm and ran toward t h a  farm housa t o  g e t  

rirst a id .  The other men, see ing  GRANT go,  movod out f a s t  along 

Hedgerow Number 2 eoward tho highway. Thoy had not soon tho 

b u l l o t  h i t  GRANT but they had soon him run, and they took alarm 

and followod him. (This was dotornlined a$ t h o  o r i t iquo  but it 

was agrood t h a t  i n  view of t h o  c l rcumstancos  tho names of t h o  

man would not bo ontored i n  t h e  rocord . )  TIIOkPSON, sooing h i s  

mon run, took out a f t e r  thorn. 

LIEUT ROGERS, who was' a t  t h e  hodgoxow no* t h o  house, hoard t h o  



ory a s  i t  p a s s e d  along: "The order i s  t o  withdraw." The word 

from m n  t o  BBn: "Withdraw! Withdraw:" Then a n  o f f i c e r  

repeated it. ttDonft  say t h a t  un l e s s  you're sure!" ROGERS y e l -  

led  a t  him. The o f f i c e r  s tayed a t  h i s  post and was shot dead 

by a German b u l l e t  a few seconds l a t e r .  

The r i f t  tit I l~dge row Number 2 dropped t h e  weight of t h e  a t t a c k  

squarely  on mb.2%i?Sf two guns. F i r e  from t h e  enemyt s burp guns 

ripped t h e  CXeeS and c u t  t h e  ground a l l  around t h e  gunners. 

They 8ave back eve ry th in8  they  had, raking t h e  o rcha ra  Hedge- 

row and IXoda,erow Number 2 wi th  steady f i r e .  M t e r  c l o s i n g  t o  

wi th in  30 y a r d s  of t h e  gun, t h e  Germans faded back. It i s  not  

too much $0 say t h a t  t h e  s a lva t ion  of t h e  p o s i t i o n  tu rned  on 

the  o r f a c t i v e n e s s  of bXJI3;ERS' f i r e  a t  t h a t  momen*, coupled with 

the courage of t h e  few r i f lomen from Company B who supported 

him. 

For what TIIOMPSON and ROGERS had feared most had happened on t h e  

l e f t .  The suddan mn by t h e  th ree  men along t h e  Number 2 Hedge- 

row and t h e  cr ies  of Withdraw!" brought pan ic  t o  t h e  s t r a g g l e r s  

and t h e  waundud who wore l y i n g  i n  the f i e l d s  and d i t c h e s  t o  t h e  

r o a r  o f  t h o  cabbage patch,  They arose on aL1 s i d e s  and r a n  t o -  

ward RridEF;a Numbor 4. Thore they were' s topped and tu rned  back 

by a small group of' supply and c o m n i o a t i o n s  o f f i c e r s  and non- 

ooms. This rotraat was not even f e l t  i n  t h e  cabbage pa tch ;  t h e  

men wore t o o  $ug$ly ongagod i n  f i r i n g  at  t h e  enemy t o  know t h a t  

I t  had takon placa .  

- 7 1  - 



Tt  was a l f f e r  3nt; wi th  PVT ALLEN T. EMERY of Third  Ba t t a l i on ,  

Headquarters C:ompalzy. 1% was i n  t h e  hedgerow jus t  beyond t h e  

house- The men who had been with ~OMl?S9FI were a l i t t l e  t o  the  

l e f t  i n  t h e  h~J@erow just forward of XMEEX. He sensed nothing 

unusual u n t i l  he heard a c r y :  "The Gexmns a r e  counterattacking. 

Get behind t h e  bridge!" He heard s e v e r a l  men y e l l  it. Then he 

saw men from F i r s t  Battal ion come running back. A t  f i r s t  they 

Were not r u n n i b  rapidly but a t  a kind of slow t r o t ,  a s  if 

doubtful  whether thay were dolng t h e  r i g h t  thing.  

EhPJRY, qnd PVT XUOEN% W. SAVER of Company H who was wi th  him, 

watchad them go. Somo of the  F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n  mon wore f i r i n g  

as they f a l l  baok. EMEEX ana SAVER jumpod i n  a foxhole t o  keep 

out  of t h e  Line af f i r e .  Ih t h e  hole t h e y  founa a l a r g e  bag o r  

f ood-sausage , but te r ,  bread, and  fudge - and thoy proceeded t o  

e a t  i t  while they peered out of t h e  foxhole  and watchod tho  F i r s t  

B a t t a l i o n  men stream back t o  t h e  br idge .  Mortar f i r e  had been 

f a l l i n g  spasmo&.il.ioally a11 along t h e  l i n e .  Then it oame q u i t e  

auddanly i n  l a r g e  and p e r s i s t e n t  doses. Thara was 8 pick-up i n  

maohine w;un f i r e  a l so  f r o m t h e  hedgerows. Delng i n  t h e  f0xh 



EMERY and S A m  saw no Germans, They didn' t  beAieve t h a t  any 

were coming and they kept on ea t ing  and. wondering w h ~  t he  o thers  

had f a l l e n  back t o  the  bridge. 

They thought t h a t  t h e  fudge was very good. 



mE TRUCE 

Noon was a few minutea gone when Regiment s e n t  word by r a d i o  

t h a t  a l l  hands were  t o  cease f i r i n g :  The enemy wanted a t r u c e .  

COLE d i s p a t c h e d  r u n n e r s  t o  t e l l  t h e  men t h a t  t hey  wer@ t o  hold 

t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  bu t  t h a t  a l l  h o s t i l e  a c t i v i t i e s  al.ong t h e  f r o n t  

w e r e  t o  cease .  

Some of  t h e  groups never  received th i s  o r d e r .  The men had t aken  

c o v e r  i n  such  a s c a t t e r e d  way t h a t  it was imposs ib le  t o  c i r c u -  

l a t e  a n y  message completely.  S\\~ANSON wandared r i g h t  through t h e  

e a r l y  p a r t  of t h i s  t r u c e  wi thout  h e a r i n g  abou t  it. That was 

how h e  happened t o  be captured when he b lundered  i n t o  a n  enemy 

p o s i t i o n  and how he  happened l a t e r  t o  be r e l e a s o d  wi thou t  any 

e x p l a n a t  i o n .  

The men on t h e  r i g h t  who had e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  forward l i n e  n e a r  

the c r o s s r o a d s  heard  nothing about  t h o  noon t ime t r u c e .  So f a r  

as t h e y  knew, t h e  war was s t i l l  go ing  on. They had no m d i 0  nor  

W e r e  a n y  r u n n e r s  g o t t i n s  up t o  them. Far o f f  on t h e i r  l e f t ,  

they c o u l d  s e e  t h e  Germans moving arount? and concen t r a t i ng  t o -  

ward t hem w i t h  more freedom t h a n  b c f o r c  bu t  t h e y  hiid no aware- 

ness t h a t  ' the  American l e f t  had suddonly  q u i e t e d .  The Gex-maus 

who were behind t h e  w a l l  oppos i te  them vrera s t i l l  c a r r g l n g  on 

the f i g h t i n g  w i t h  percuss ion  g renades ,  machinc p i s t o l s  and a  few 

r i f l a  g renades .  They'xeplied t o  t h i s  r i s e  a s  b e s t  t h e y  could 

but they were hav ing  t o  hoard t h e  l a s t  of t he i r  mm~un i t i on ,  The 

f r e e  movement o f  t h e  Oexmans up ahcad of them d u r i n g  t h i s  g a n e r a l  



ourved sharply  beyond the i n t e r sec t i on .  "rat, and t h e  i n t e r -  

Immvhere ,  arnong t h e  men who knew w h a t  ifi was a l l  about,  t h e  

f e e l i n g  was general  tha t  the Gemmns werp us ing  t h e  t r u c e  t o  

s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  small arms Tire p o s i t i o n s .  They were s u r e  t h e  

eneI$r would come on more strongly than e v e r  i f  t h e  t r u c e  f a i l ed .  

of t h e  men f e l t  t h i s  (Determined a t  t h e  c r i t i q u e )  but t he re  

we re  only a few of them who saw any inovement among t h e  Germans 

a n d  t h e s e  few saw l i t t l e  which could r e a l l y  ssujport t h e i r  SUs- 

p i c i o n s .  Rather than the tangibles  of  s i g h t  and sound, it was 

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  volume of power i n  t h e  German build-up 

b e f o r e  and a f t e r  t h e  ba t t l e  which convinced them t h a t  the  Ger- 

mans had abused t h e  truce. 

Among the  men, nuaor ran l i k e  w i l d - f i r e .  Along the  road sone- 

one ye l l ed :  PrThey've surrendered." Another  s t o ry  went t h e  rounds, 

"We have captured a G e m n  f i e l d  m a r s i ~ a l . ~ '  However, those who 

f i g u r e 6  t h a t  they were through f i g h t i n g  for t h e  day and t h a t  

t h e  b a t t l e  was over, were i n  a small lllinority, The major i ty  had 

o n l y  a l im i t ed  idea of the  t ruce .  They thought i t  had been ca l -  

l e d  t o  permit them t o  remove t h e  dead and care  f o r  the  wounded, 

These th ings ,  they proceeded t o  do. The impsession was s t r en th -  

ened a few rrlinutes a f t e r  the  ''Cease f i r i n g :  f T  order came through. 



His ndssion f a i l e d .  The r d l i t a r y  o o m n d e r  i n  GARENTAN wouldn't 

see bin. Nothing came of the t w c e  except  t h a t  t h e  men got one 

hour ' s  r e s t -  There was occasional f i r i n g  by r if lemen and mortar 

men from both s i d e s  during the  l u l l ,  coming apparently from out- 

p o s t s  v~hich hadn' t  received the  order .  One German machine > i s t o 1  

i n  the  forward hedgerows broke t h e  s i l e n c e  wi th  a few rounds. 

feW r i r lemen joined him and o thers  answered him. iiegiment 

heard these  sounds and oalled COLE t o  ask who was f i r i n g .  Upon 

being t o l d  t h a t  the  eneqy was g u i l t y ,  Eiogiment repl ied:  i'Donft 

l e t  our men T i r e  except in s e l f  defense."  

During t h e  t r u c e  a l l  of the wounded were t aken  t o  the  r e a r  ex- 

cept six who were behind Bridge Nulilber 4. A chaplain came up 

i n t o  the  forward @;round, col lec ted  about  30 of the  c a s u a l t i e s  

and s t a r t e d  them out. 

JfiJ D ~ D S O N  got  Qaok t o  h i s  own l i n e s  about  1300. Ifhe men 

dian' t see return. But they d i d n q  t need t o  be t o l d  that; he 

was back. A,g he orossed Bridge Number 4 on h i s  way t o  t h e  ~ e g i -  

mental Gp, t h e  Germns cut loose  with every th ing- r i f l e  f i r e ,  



It f e l l  1 6 t h  Power and precision over t h e  e n t i r e  a r ea  held by 

both b a t t a l i o n s ,  and oaeualt ies  ~ loun ted  a11 up and down t h e  l i n e .  

COLE Called Regiment and aslced f o r  permission t o  r e t u r n  t h e  f i r e *  

He vms t o l d  t o  wai t :  a s  'far a s  Regin~ent knew, DAVIDSON had not 

returned.  COLE waited. Then he c a l l e d  again. Eiegililent was 

s t i l l  h e s i t a t i n g .  It had not received o f f i c i a l  no t ice  t h a t  the  

trtlce was  ended. Just then a s h e l l  h i t  the  farm house d i r e c t l y  

above COLE'S head, "Listen t o  tlzat!'l COLE s a i d ;  9'How about me 

t e l l i n g  my men t o  fire?t '  They aga in  t o l d  him t o  wait .  

kll of t h i s ,  however, was s l i g h t l y  beside t h e  point .  The men of 

the ewe b a t t a l i o n s  were already bear ing down wi th  evesy weapon 

they had. Vhen the  Germans had opened f i r e ,  t h e  men had taken 

the s i t u a t i o n  i n t o  t h e i r  own hands and t h e  be l a t ed  order from 

Regiment t o  resume f i r e  wasn't even passed on t o  t h e  men by C O U i  

There was a l i t t l e  moral sag when t h e  r i g h t i n g  s t a r t ed .  The men 

had re laxed during the  t ruce.  But they hadn ' t  expected t o o  m c h  

o f  it, SII',TlT@NS heard one of h i s  men say: " W e l l  i f  the  bas tards  

won't surrender we ' l l  f i gh t  it out  wi th  them."* 

*ROSET!OND Y S  statement was : 171 am c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  enemy oare- 
f u l l y  prepared an  a r t i l l e r y  a t t a o k  during t h e  t r u c e ,  i t  was t h e  
heavies t  s h e l l i n g  they gave us a t  any time and qu i te  we l l  regu- 
l a t e d ;  l7 The nlen along t h e  hedges agreed unanimously t h a t  t h i s  
was t h e  m o s t  destructive f i r e  they  f e l t  dur ing  t h e  day. 



The a f te rnoon  b a t t l e  wore on much a3 t h e  morning f i g h t  had done 

t l lough t o  t h e  men on the f i g h t i n g  l i n e  i t  seemed t o  have a  more 

d e a d l y  mmotone. (This simply S ~ S  up rmny t h i n g s  ~irhich they  

h a d  t o  SW during the c r i t i que  about t h e i r  nervous r eac t ion  t o  

the corobat.) I n  the  lnorning t h e  enemy had a c t e d  ind.eois ivdy,  

as i f  not o e r t a i n  whether t o  f i g h t  o r  r e t i r e .  I n  t h e  hours which 

fo l lowed t h e  t r u c e ,  there  could be no doubt t h a t  the  Germtans i n -  

t e n d e d  t o  e i t h e r  drive 502&D EEGImTT back a c r o s s  t h e  CAUSWhU 

o r  a n n i h i l a t e  t h e  two ba t t a l i ons  on t h e  ground around t h e  f a r m .  

All OSfonsive vigor by t h i s  time hcd been spent i n  t h e  Anlerican 

f o r c e ,  That was alx~ost  a s  t r u e  of t he  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  taken one by 

o n e ,  a s  of t h e  units ' .  I n  COLE'S b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  l a s t  res idue  

of offens ive  dash had been exhausted dur ing t h e  charge a o r o s s  

the f i e l d  and t h e  br ief  advance i n t o  t h e  orchard and t h e  f i r s t  

f e w  hedgerows beyond. CASSIDiTf S men had become so  spread over 

t h e  wide f r o n t  t h a t  the separa te  grougs could no longer f e e l  t h e  

s t r e n g t h  of t h e  la rger  uni ty .  For both  b a t t a l i o n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

tho af ternoon was a  period of grim holding on. The volume of 

German f i r e  r o s e  s tead i ly ,  and t h e  pa ra t roope r s  f e l t  aga in  t h e  

p r e s s u r e  of an  inv is ib le  enemy who revea led  himself onZy throuah  

t h e  swel l ing  of sound a s  h i s  mechanisms pushed nearer.  

PVT PETER P. DU'NSKY of dompany H spoke f o r  t h e  msn a l l  along t h e  

l i n e  when he sa id :  had t o  p l ay  i t  by ear .  When vie heard 

r i f l e s  and machine p i s t o l s  T i r e  a t  u s  from 200 yards  a7iray f o r  



an then  from 100 yards,  then  fronl 50 yards,  we knew 

*hey were c o ~ n g  that  nuch c lose r  t o  us. The B-r - r -s - r  sound 

of t h e  machine guns would double, t h e n  t r e b l e  i n  vo~uiie  -not 
j 

more sho t s ,  but nore sound. We could hear them working t h e  I 

b o l t s  of t h e i r  r i f l e s .  We could hear  t h e i r  oa r t r idge  s h e l l s  

r a t t l e .  And t h e  nearer they oaae t o  us,  t h e  more accuxate they 

became ." 

UP at  t h e  crossroads on the r i g h t  f l a n k ,  t h e  on- fa l l  was swift 

and  f u r i o u s  when the  t ruce  ended. The Germans swept i n  fo r ce  

around and wi th in  the  curved l i n e  of t h e  American pos i t i on ,  

throwing r i f l e ,  machine p i s t o l ,  grenade and mortar f i r e  ahead 

of them a s  they crept along t h e  hedgerows. They got t o  t h e  

o m s s r o a d s  and fhm the  d i tches  and t r e e s  j u s t  beyond the i n t e r -  

s e c t i o n  they poured automatic f i r e  i n t o  the  ground beyond t h e  

road  i n  g r e a t  volume. The 35 men from F i r s t  Ba t t a l i on  who were 

s i t u a t e d  t h e r e  had t o  break back p r e c i p i t a t e l y .  There i s  a  

place near  the  farm house where a long  nlan-made i n l e t  from t h e  

marsh and r i v e r  gets  almost t o  t h e  roadvmy. They f e l l  back t o  

tha t  neck of land and se t  up a  new defensive Line. So f a r  a s  

t h e y  knew, t h e  whole detachment on t h e  r i g h t  had been fo rced  

t o  make t h i s  withdrawal. 

But they were wrow about it. Seven men on t h e  extreme r i g h t  

had s tuck  it. They continued t o  s t i c k - a  l i t t l e  i s l a n d  of re- 
, . 

s i s t a n o e  which las ted  throughout t h e  day. 



Hour a f t e r  hour, t h e  Cermns pressed on t h r o u g h  the orchard and 

along the  abounding hedgerows, &out 10 men from Company B had 

taken posi t ion  along Hedgerow Number 2 next  a small detachment 

from Company H. The f i r e  from t h e  f l a n k  found then .  Seven luen 

from Company B Were h i t  by b u l l e t s  and t h e  o t h e r s  q u i t  the  hedge- 

row i n  ardel- t o  help t h e i r  wounded back. 

A11 t ha t  saved t h e  Americans was that t h e  enemy d i d  not have a 

suf f ic ien t  a r t i l l e r y .  There were not u o r e  than two guns, (Both 

of them were 88s acoording t o  C U T  ROSEZOND,) k f t e r  f i r i n g  6 o r  

7 rounds, each gun would break off f o r  a wh i l e ,  The mortars 

never l e t  Up, They had the  range and they  s t a y e d  on i t r  This 

was just a s  t r ue  of tha  automatic weagons. A f t e r  l;he men from 

Company B had f a l l e n  back from t h e  >Tumber 2 Ifedgerow, the 1 0  

men from Conlpany H stayed on, holding it by themselves .  They 

were on t h e  north s i d e  of the hedge i n  one s 2 o t  and t h e  Gennans 

held the  r e s t  of t h e  hedge on t h e  o ther  side. Nei the r  group 

could get immediately at the  o ther  because of t h e  t h i cknes s  of 

the  hedge* But they grenaded each other .  

The enew kept coming. SGT StTh~PdERS' number 2 gun at t h e  f ron t  

of the l a s t  hedgerow was  knocked out and t h e  t h r e e  crew members 

were k i l l ed .  The r i g h t  hand gun kept on firin@; dovm the  road. 

Probably the  i n t e rd i c to ry  e f fec t  o f  t h i s  f i r e  helped save t h e  

7 men who were i s o l a t e d  i n  the  forward p o s i t i o n  on t h e  r i gh t .  

PVll WLLIAM S i  BUliT, who was on t h e  gun, had no i d e a  t h a t  there  

were any Company B men up ahead. But 'ca hira, f i r i n g  along t h e  



road seemed l i k e  a good i d e a  at m e  time. (EJJBT'S own sx2la- 

nation. ) 

The 7 men- PITS LUTHER DAVIS, J ~ S  PA HI^, l3UkTON PETIT, JOIm 

KC)IlRUGGA, ANTHONY POGLIA, WEILLS and SGT TED UES-had watched 

t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  numbers dwindle s teadily,  GONl3S had been h i t .  

Fi f teen others  had been wounded and three k i l l e d  i n  the  forward 

l ine.  

Late i n  t h e  afternoon,  PVT WELLS, who was t i le  act ing squad 

leader,  got a bu l le t  i n  t h e  shoulder .  "I t+hLnlc t h a t ' s  about 

enough," WEUS said t o  t h e  others .  r'Leave me hose. The r e s t  

of you had b e t t e r  drop back t o  t h e  nelrt ilod{:orow." IIis comrades 

said nothing. They jus t  looked a t  him urltl shook t h e i r  heads. 

The grenade b a t t l e  went on, The 7 i n e n  warm st i l l  holCling out 

when t h e  American barrage came ove r  and t h o  Gexxuans f'sded back. 

The c lo ses t  she l l s  were wi th in  25 yards  of thou1 and some T e l l  

behind t h e i r  f lank.  They were g l a d  t o  sot, it. 

Twenty-eight men had been  helping SUE>%~m:S fmd, HOCEiS hold t he  

ground around the  machine @n p o s i t l o r l  ct; Llle farm house. Twelve 

remained i n  t he  f i g h t .  The o t h e r s  wora dond or' vtoundod, 1rloStly 

from b u l l e t  f i r e .  

Company C and what remained of Company A hvd had. almost no hedge- 

row maneuvering t o  do. Xn the c a b b a g e  pbt'tah, whore they had 

been disposed during t h e  l a t e  mornin&;, t h e y  held t h e i r  ground 

f o r  more than  6 hours aga ins t  a l l  onom oounterat tacks .  They 



were i n  p re t ty  solid. &tone among t h e  unf t s  which had d i s t r i -  

buted over the  f ron t ,  they had maintained a semblance of t h e i r  

t a c t i c a l  organization. This was a mrlred advantage. The men 

knew One another and knew t h e i r  l e ade r s .  Company A had about 

30 men with  three machine guns among the  cabbages. Company C' s 

s t rength was a l i t t l e  less. They took l o s s e s  from German f i r e  

throughout the afternoon but a s  evening came on they were t he  . 

weaker by only about 20 men. There was enou& f i r e  power d i s -  

t r ibu ted  through the cabbage pa t ch  t h a t  .the f l a n k  never fa l te red .  

Nor was t he  POgiti0n ever dented. I n  tile T i r u t  German on-fall  

which followed tho truce, the enemy c a m  ri;;ilt on down the hedge 

rows, aovl.ng i n  paral le l  l i n e s  t o t ' ? ~ r d  t h e s o  2;vo coqganies on t h e  

American l e f t .  k t  the s w e  t ime,  o the r  onemy riflemen came 

CraV?lin(r, ~ L o ~ c ;  the ditch on t h e  ou ts ido  of tihe road. These 

lines of advance were continued GilroulfllouZ; t h o  afternoon. Each 

a t tack  had the s a w  pattern. Though toward t h e  close of t h e  

act ion the  Germans had trouble colain&; i'orvmrd because they were 

obstructed by the  bodies of t h e i r  olvn bad, t h e  machine .guns 

coverin(?; the ditches wore s t i l l  c u t t i n 6  dovtn unenly riflerilen with 

i n  25 f e e t  of t h e i r  own imtzales. (This  stntcrmnt i s  a t t e s t ed  by 

gullnors and those who were around them.) From both s ides  of t h e  

calvort  the machine guns covered .the tvso p a r a l l e l  ditohes. PFCS 

(j-Eg L, RODERIOK and FIiANKLIN E. CAVL!FION on the r igh t  hand 

operating handle while !lis @In w a s  IClrine,. It drove a piece of 

- 82 - 
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the handle through h i8  shoulder but hg refused t o  be evacuated. 
.. 

PlW LYWO C .  N I C O u  and PFC ALFRED 4.. FITZSIb/IONS stayed on 

the l e f t  hand gun. They f i r e d  usua$ly i n  b u r s t s  of 6 o r  7. 
. . 

It tool< a l o t  of ami.mition. They oqunted 10 German dead with- 

i n  25 ya rds  of t h e i r  gun when the aD'tion closed. The banks of 

tha d i t c h  were i r r e g u l a r  and these  e n s w  were a b l e  t o  crawl 

a ln~ost  t o  t h e  cxn pos i t i on  before MCOLAI could got a c l e a r  

shot a t  them. 

ThrouQh lflosf; Of t h e  afternoon the  CA.RENTm road oould not be 

travailed as fur a s  t h e  cu lver t  by e i t h e r  jeeps o r  men car ry ing  

a m r l i t i o n ,  such was t h e  in t ens i ty  of t he  f i r e .  To t h e  r e a r  of 

tiha Wn3, t h e  ditches were so ru l ly  ologged with  vrounded t h a t  

atiii?IUnitim oarr iezs  could not o w e  forward over t h e i r  bodies. 

Yet one ui' tirose hardsiiips co1i1pensated f o r  t h e  o thers .  Men- 

tlko woundoil, tihe laltsrin~ and a l l  .of those who f o r  one reason 

oc anothor  could no longer face  tho  fire-were ,strun8 out 

alow; tho  diCclletj and along the  c~.$vsEX~ f o r  more than  a n i l e  

on hoth a idas  or  tile road. Those tyro chains of ba t te red  human 

beirles norvad ao a i;lnyiny, b e l t .  &munition boxes were g iven  

i.rito on0 ynLr of hal~ils liacli. beyond t h e  ChUSE%W. ?hey passed 

through hu.lundrorLs of hands cn the  way up. But always, they 

ocmo a l o r a ,  ' f l ~  woundad would crawl t he  t h r e e  O r  f ou r  Yards 

~ ~ h i c i l  might bo necessaw t o  get  t h e  up -co~ l iw  a~~ununi t ion and 

tiloll crew1 back t o  puss it t o  tile next nmn u? t h e  l i n e .  

The oori jas t ion a t  the rocld got worse as t h e  a f te rnoon y i e lded  



more wounded Who took cover in t h e  d i t c h e s .  As  t h e i r  number,? 

i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  need grew f o r  new hands at t h e  f r o n t  . S o w  of 

t h e s e  men, rounded up by orf ieel ' s  and, non-corns working t h e  r e a r ,  

were  s t a l l e d  i n  the  di tches  as they t r i e d  t o  oorm up. SGT 

O a E S  I?. DEROSE, who had stepped i n  a hole and b roken  h i s  l e g  

j u s t  as he got  up t o  Company A'S p o s i t i o n ,  s tood  up i n  t h e  same 

h o l e  on t h e  broken l eg  fo r  4 hours  and s e r v e d  a s  a t r a f f i c  a%- 
r e c t o r .  He s h u t t l e d  the wounded back and he urged  t h e  a b l e  men 

o n  toward t h e  cabbage patch, 

TO a l l  who witnessed,  he was one of t h e  most sp lendid  f i g u r e s  

of  t h e  day. But t he  Germans h a d h i s  number on one p a r t i c u l a r  

s h e l l .  

! 

j 
j 

i 
I 
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The was about 1800. I n  t he  farm hpuse ROSEMOND stood a t  , 

t h e  secol:d s tory  window fo r  a few momeqts loolcing out over t h e  

hedgerows. COLE joined hw there .  He 'noted the  p i t i f u l l y  scant 

mJ.Ubers of h i s  men around the  llouse and a l o n e  t h e  f i r s t  two 

hed6erows. They were f i r i n g  a s  r a p i d l y  as they could. Compared 

with t h e  volume of sound from the  olose-up eneny bu l l e t  f i r e ,  

however, t he  sound of his  ovm. pieces  seemed t o  COLE l i k e  a dy- 

ine; r a t t l e .  (COLE said tha t  it waa t h e  r e l a t i v e  noise f ron t h e  

two f i r e  l i n e s  which convinoed him t h a t  he was beaten.)  He knew 

t h e n  t h a t  h i s  l i n e  was cracked. 

Crawling along the inside of t he  hedge, ~ 6 9 ~  SIB@XOW made a l a s t  

t r i p  Up t o  oarry a rmni t ion  t o  t he  10 men who were holding out 

a l o n g  Hedgerow Number 2. Their machine gun was jammed and they 

were engaging only with r i f l e s  and grenades. SIXYONS then came 

baolc and with a llandful o f  men around l l in l  b u i l t  up a l i n e  of re-  

s i s t a n c e  i n  t he  l a s t  hedgerow next t h e  house. They figured t h i s  

w a s  t h e  f i n a l  reserver If the  Germans got through the ~ e o o n d  

hedge and the men there had t o  f a l l  back from t h e  l a s t  f i e l d ,  

t h e y  oould a t  l ea s t  be covered during t h e  withdrawal. 

There  w a s  no longer any attempt t o  evacuate  t h e  wounded. They 

moved back along the ditches if they could crawl. IS bhey 

c o u l d n ' t ,  Lhey stayed where they had been h i t .  The few remain- 

ille; a i d  luen t r i e d  t o  aare f o r  t h e s e  oases  on t h e  spot a f t e r  
, , 
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ng u p  t o  them through t h e  d i t c h e s .  60 c l o s e  joined had become 

e b u l l e t  b a t t l e  t h a t  t h e  l i t t e r s  could n o t  be brought up pas t  

C O L E  and ROSWOND, s t r a i n i n g  t h e i r  eyes toward the  eastward, 

seemed now t h a t  t h e  p l a y  was ended. They could see  nothing 

the enemy but t hey  could f e e l  h i s  presence a l l  around them. 

Cle r f r e  was bu f f e t i ng  t h e  house from t w o  s i d e s  and knocking 

ltes T r o m  t h e  roof above t h e i r  heads. They sa id  nothing. 

?Y s i m p l y  nodded t h e i r  agreement t o  one another  t h a t  the r i g h t  

1 been l o s t .  (The i r  own d e s c r i p t i o n . )  In R(XSEMONDIS mind 

%e w a s  a ques t ion  whether it would be b e e t  t o  s tay  and go 

vn f i g h t i n g  or  t r y  t o  r e t r e u t  over t h e  CAUSEWAY wi th  a l l  t h e  

c a r d  t h a t  such a  s e t r e a t  e n t a i l e d ,  He s a i d  a prayer.  ( H i s  

1 w o r d s . )  I n  COLE'S mind thore  was no ques t ion  a t  a l l .  He 

:wad t h a t  h i s  men had a l r e a a y  "fought t o  tho las'c" and t h a t  . 

h a d  n o ' r i g h t  t o  a s k  any more of thoin. Elo believed it was h i s  

,y t o  p u l l  out .  Ha decided t h a t  i n  pulling ou t ,  he would 

tve his wounded. Thero ware 5 or 6 oT them i n  t h e  housu. He 

d t h e  f i r s t  aiB men t h a t  i f  a withdrawn1 was ordcred,  they 

,e not t o  encumbor thcmsolvas . 
1630 , he t a l k e d  by r a d i o  t o  LIEUT COL ALLEN W. GIlijDER, the  

i m c n t a l  Exacutive.  C O U  t o l d  him hold had enough f o r  t h e  

, He s a i d  t h a t  he thought  t h e  Regiment had b e t t o r  g e t  s e t  

s o  t h a t  t h e  forward b a t t a l i o n s  could be covored when 

IJ w i t h d r e w .  He asked $ha t  tho  Sccond B a t t a l i o n  build up a 



f i r e  p o s i t i o n  on the dyke behind t h e  MADELEINE a i d  along the  

r i g h t h a n d  s i d e  of t h e  highway so  t h a t  a f i re  s c r e e n  could be put 

around t h e  f a m  house when the  app ropr i a t e  moment came, He ask- 

ed a l s o  f o r  t h e  artillery t o  ge t  +a&y wi th  smoke s o  t h a t  they 

could  put  down a  cur ta in  around tue  farm and t h e  highway a rea  

when t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  began t o  funnel back i n t o  t h e  CATISWAY. 

B u t  a f t e r  he had given GINDlVt  thdse Porewarnin@, he marked t ime 

f o r  a whi le  and waited f o r  a  f u r t h e r  s i g n  $hat t h e  b a t t l e  was 

t u r n i w  more r ad i ca l ly  against  him. STOPXA, nloving around t h e  

farm house t o  watch the  f i g h t i n g ,  could  hear  t h e  Germans work- 

i n g  t h e i r  r i f l e  bo l t s  i n  t h e  hedgerows. Re s a i d  t o  COLE: "It 

i s  g e t t i n g  God-damn hot." 

There  were few l o c a l  arrangelnents f o r  tile withdrawal.  COLE 

t hough t  t h e  b e s t  thing was t o  g e t  out  ao f a s t  a s  poss ib le .  He 

t o o k  it i n  Che center.  CAPT JAXZS H. I-IATCH of F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n  

would do t h e  Sstle on the lefL.  

ROSEnfONDqS r a d i o  was jammed. The men had been working over it 

f r a i l t i c a l l y  but were ge t t i ng  only German jauning. (ROSR~IOND'S 

words. )  fiat, was coming over from t h e  guns was in su f f i c i en t .  1 

q u a n t i t y  and too  Tar from our l i n e s  t o  t u r n  t h e  e n e q  back. 

KOSEP:OND knew bhat t h e  s i t u a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  every th ing  t h e  a r t  

leq oould &ve i t ,  just  as c l o s e  t o  t h e  Tarm house 



(These quotat ions are ma8 exactly from t h e  r eco l l ec t ions  of t 
t h e  o f f i c e r s  concerned.) R O S ~ O ~  was p lead ing  with h in  a s  a 

man pleads f o r  h i s  l i f e  *!Get it: *'We ims t  haire it:?' K U l a C I I  

drew back for '  just a moment t o  make f u r t h e r  i n q u i r i e s .  Then 

he returned t o  the  instrunent and s a i d  t o  ROSEIXOND: 'IFresh sup- 

p l i e s  of amun i t i on  are just now comlng i n t o  t hq  ba t te ry  YO- 

s i t i o i ~ s . ~  ' 

The s h e l l s  came over a t  l a s t  and they  sounded l i k e  sweet music. 

During most of the  day only two ba t t aL iocs  had been f i r i n g  i n  '. 

d i r e c t  support of the farm pos i t ion .  T!lis t ime every gun with- 

i n  t h e  cormand vras brought t o  bear. Wi.bhout askine, COLX what 

he wanted, ROS3vIOIOND pulled the  f i r e  back s o  c l o s e  tha t  i t  was 

jus t  arching over the farm house roar and f a l l i n g  i n  the f i e l d  

beyond. 

For some few who had survived t h e  b a t t l e  tliuus f a r ,  it waS too  

c lose .  SGT DmOSE was s t i l l  stand in^ i n  t h e  hole  next the road- 

my, l e g  broken, doing h i s  duty, IIe s aw  a s h e l l  land 25 f e e t  

i n  f ron t  of him. He said t o  those  around him: "The next one w i 1  

f a l l  here . ' ? .  (Three survivors heard him say t h i s , )  Eut he con- 

t inued  t o  stand there, waving the rden 
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within 5 Yards Of him e.nd blew him apa r t .  LIEUT FRANK Iv-E, 

alreadY i n  a  dyillg condition f r o m  a b u l l e t  uuound, was a l so  k i l -  

Led the  burs t .  SWANSON and CODY escaped deatli by a  few fee t .  

They heard a  whistle and they dove head first i n t o  t h e  water- 

f i l l e d  d i tch .  

The men of Coilr~mly A talked about t h e s e  tilings afterward 

they did not have the usual xeaction of ilflantryruen who have 

l o v t  men through their  o m  a r t i l l e r y  f i r s .  "We l o s t  good men 

but we had t o  have that f i r e .  one or  them sa id ,  and the  others 

agreed. They had seen the l e s t  onslaught a s  t he  Gerruans came 

down Hedgerow Nunber 2 and the  hedgerow bordering ;he omhard 

and sCarted t o  close on the house from both s ides .  They knew 

as c lear ly  a s  COLE how olose a thing it was. 

The barrage 1.asted not more than  5 ru i i~u~ te ;~ ,  The infsntrymen 

who heard the  she l l s  go over and saw i;hw explode along the  

l ine  l a t e r  desaribod the f i r e  g r a t e f u l l y  a s  "very intense". I n  

f a c t ,  however, the f ie lds  and the  hedgerows were not much knook- 

ed about, and a  day o r  so afterward blle could wall; about Chroug 

t h i s  ground and scarcely notice a  s ign of a she l l ing .  But the 

explosions took enough of the  advancing Gerx1e.n i n fan t ry  t o  t u r n  

the t i d e  of bat t le .  When the Axlesioan guns ceased f i r e ,  COLE 

l i s tened  ca re fu l ly .  m a t  lie heard t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  c r i s i s  had 

passod. There was eneiuy f i r e  -bu l le t  f i r e  - st ill beating 

t h e  f a m  house. But the volume no longer sounded omi- 

nous, ~.QSEI,~OW also listened and got t h e  salile idea .  They wai 
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~d 6 1  10  mil7~fies. The recession continued. They could s t i l l  

hear t h e  crackle of small arms f i r e .  Only it  sounded novi as  

if tile pieces he.d been muted. The enemy plachine guns were mov- 

ing soutilward. 

'%isten t o  it!" COLE said t o  ROSEhIDND. f ? , J ~ s t  l i s t e n  t o  it!" 
! V ,  3 

COLE went outside and sent about 1 0  men up t o  the f i e l d  which 

l a y  well  beyond the  farm house between $he road and the  h,UDADE- 

LEINE. They moved on a s  f a r  as the  crossroads. Four 'Deruans 

came out of the  woods shouting veKaneradv. But they s t i l l  h o l d  

-their arms, Two men of Company H had been k i l l ed  by t h i s  same 

t r i c k  wi th in  a few hundred r e s t  of t h e  same spot e a r l i e r  i n  .the 

day. So t h e  pa t ro l  shot i n t o  tham. Two went dovm and the  other 

t w o  jurcypsd back in to  the woods. Otlierwi.;~ the p a t r o l  foqnd 

nothing but 5$32 Germna. They came bo:;.: and reported it. 

COLE sent  a 8cc~n.d force of 25 i;len und:::r LTEIJEIIT CEORGI3 11. C L ~ T  

and 2ND L I N T  (iWB:Gli; E, 13EAnl, both of Coiiipaily G,  t o  prowl the  

orchard. They cvossed the f i r s t  f i e l d  i n  a sl i i~lnish l ine-a 

scra tch force  drawn Prom a l l  four  cumipanies. There was no Gsr- 

nmn f i r e .  Iiovf~ver, the advancing l i n e  continued t o  f i r e  i n t o  

the base of the  hedgerow as  i t  wolzt forward. The second hedge- 

row and orchard were about 7 5  yasas away and it was another LOO 

yards acrDss t he  orchard.  fro^ the area embracing f i e l d  and 

orchard had come most or the  eneW frire %hroughout the day, 

The a r t i l L e r y  had cut a few Convenient holes i n  t he  hoaerorv. 



Some of t he  men dumped throu@ them. Others went by t h e  gate. 

TheY stayed i n  t he  f i e l d  and orchard  f o r  more than  an hour. A 

German lilaclline gun f i r ed  looseZy a t  then1 from f a r  over on the 

l e f t *  Next t he  hedgerow, they found a n  h e r i o a n  60 mm m0PtRr  

which the Germans had been u s i q  aga ins t  them. COLB came up t o  

them vvhere tiley had formed a f i r e  l i n e  a l o w  the  hedgerow. 1% 

to ld  then  t o  hold it un t i l  Second B a t t a l i o n  came t o  re l ieve  %hem. 

The Geman f i r e  could s t i l l  be heard f a i n e l y  i n  the  dis tance.  

But the  whole f ron t  had cooled a long  t h e  bank of t he  ?vW~LETNE~ 

About 2000, Seoond Battalion a r r i v e d  and took  over the  position. 

COLE ordered a r o l l  c a l l  of his men. There were 152 l e f t  t o  

make answer. While they were forming i n  t h e  osohard about 2100, 

t h e r e  vma one l a s t  burst of s h e l l i n g  from t h e  German or tiller^. 

Three more men wort. ki l led and 8 were wfivn9ud. 

The o thers  mci..cMd off to  ST COLE DU IiCX'l, They a r r ived ,  walk- 

i ng ,  a t  2330. [!?? of the men s a i d  t o  Cij:;E: ' t D i d  you linow today 

i s  Sunday?" Sail! W L E :  "Jesu.s C h r i s t ,  why didmv$ so~debody Cel l  

me??' ( T h i s  comzr'sation was wi tnessed by about 6 61811 who repor t -  

ed i t  a t  t h e  or.'.tique.) When morning came, the  enelm had d i s -  

appeared from t h i s  sector of t h e  CknEI\PTAN f r o n t .  



CAIflIION and t h e  others  a t  the machine gun u s e d  d i r e c t  Sire.  They 
were a b l e  t o  see  the  emmy c o ~ *  on. They k i l l e d  about 50. The 
me11 i n  t h e  cabbages got only occas iona l  g l impses  of the  enemy. 
Those f i g h t i n g  from behind lledgerows almost  never  saw the Germans 

There was a l a rge  group of t r e e s  a t  t h e  oosner  of Hedgerow Xulilber 
3 which enabled the  enemy t o  ooncel l t ra te  a t  t h a t  point  behind 
p r e t t y  good coves. 

COLE g o t  t h e  Congressional &dal  f o r  h i s  char&e ac ros s  the f i e l d .  
He d i d  not l i v e  t o  lsnow that  ile had r e c e i v e d  i t .  Xe was k i l l e d  
when a sn ige rq  s bul le t  h i t  him between t h e  eyes at BEST, E I O L L m ,  
i n  September. His family received. the award about  one month 
l a t e r .  (The manner of COLE'& d e a t h  i s  f u l l y  covered i n  the h is -  
tor ica l  account or OPERATIO&I I , ~ D T .  ) STOPICA. was given the  D i s -  
t inguished Service  Cross fo r  h i s  p a r t  i n  t h e  c h a r ~ e .  He got it 
a few days berore he was k i l l e d  by one of our  o m  a i r  bombs at 
BASTOGNE , BELGIVM, i n  January. 


